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Location:   The Fred C. Nelles School (“Nelles School”) is located at 11850 Whittier 

Boulevard, Whittier, California.  The complex is approximately 77 acres 

bound by Whittier Boulevard to the north; light industrial and storage to 

the east; Presbyterian Intercommunity Hospital (PIH Health) to the south; 

existing residential to the south, southwest and west; and Sorensen 

Avenue and existing commercial uses to the northwest.  The western 

boundary of the site is located on the City boundary.   

Present Owner  

and Occupant:   State of California 

Present Use:   The Nelles School was formally closed in June of 2004.  The site was put 

up for sale as part of a State of California facility disposition strategy in 

2012 and currently all of the structures are vacant.  

Significance:   The former youth facility consists of a complex of buildings, structures 

and sites, which are rendered in a variety of architectural styles including 

Tudor Revival, English Manor, Arts and Crafts, Romanesque Revival, 

Mid-Century Modern, and Contemporary.  This collection of buildings 

includes dormitories (known as cottages), staff residences, school 

buildings, an auditorium, a gymnasium, and several support structures.  

The Project Site encompasses the entire 77 acres and consists of an open 

campus with buildings, landscapes, and streetscapes constructed between 

1920 and 1988.  Eight of these buildings have been identified as historical 

resources that represent the site as the State’s oldest juvenile detention 

center and include the Superintendent’s Residence (1919-20), Assembly 

(Auditorium) (1923), Assistant Superintendent’s Residence (1926), 

Administration Building (1928-29), Infirmary (1929), Kitchen and 

Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) (1930-33), Maintenance 

Garage (1931), and Gymnasium (1934).  The existing historical resources 

represent the period of significance 1912 to 1941 associated with 

Superintendent Nelles’ focus on rehabilitation and resocialization of wards 

by restoring the school’s original vision of the cottage system and 

constructing human-scale architecture.  

Part I.  Historical Information 

A.   Physical History: 

1.  Date of erection:  The original Whittier School Building was erected 1890-91; 

subsequent improvements date from 1920 to 1988.  Structures built prior to 1920 

were removed to make way for site improvements and are no longer extant. 

2. Architects:  The original school, which no longer remains, was designed by 

architect Robert Brown Young (1855-1914). At least eight extant buildings were 
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constructed either under the direction of Superintendent Nelles or during the 

decade following his death.  The architectural concepts and high quality of design 

exhibited in these eight buildings was the work of State Architects W. K. Daniels 

and George McDougall who designed the Superintendent’s Residence (1919-

1920), Assembly (Auditorium) (1923), Assistant Superintendent’s Residence 

(1926), Infirmary (1923-1928), Administration Building (1928-1929), Kitchen 

and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) (1930-1933), Maintenance 

Garage (1931), and Gymnasium (1934). 

3.  Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses: California Youth Authority 

(CYA), California Department of Corrections Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) 

B.  Historical Context: 

The historic context developed below presents the historical and architectural significance of the 

Nelles School located at 11850 Whittier Boulevard and includes the history of construction and 

alteration.  The period of significance associated with the Nelles School is from 1912 through 

1941, reflecting the tenure of school Superintendent Fred C. Nelles, who was hired in 1912 and 

oversaw numerous and significant changes at the institution, in addition to the Superintendents 

who followed him and continued his legacy until 1941 when the California Youth Authority took 

management of the institution, signaling an end of the independent Nelles era free from state 

control.  Historical themes discussed below that are associated with the Nelles School include the 

following: Development of Whittier, The Formation and Opening of the State Reform School for 

Juvenile Offenders (1889-1891), Fred C. Nelles as Superintendent (1912-1927), Facility after 

Fred C. Nelles (1927-1941), Changing Values Post California Youth Authority (1941-Present), 

and State of California Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture. 

1.  Development of Whittier  

Several thousand years before the first white settlers arrived in the Whittier area, Native 

Americans came to the Southern California coastal plain.  The earliest known inhabitants were 

the Indians of the Shoshonean language group, who historians later referred to as Gabrielinos 

because of their association with the Spanish missionaries.  Written history about these early 

inhabitants is sparse. 

The land presently comprising the City of Whittier was formerly part of an extensive Spanish 

rancho.  In 1784, the first private land grants were made by Spain to allow cattle grazing.  

Among those first ranchos was Paso de Bartolo.   

By the early 1880s, southern California began luring thousands of Easterners and Midwesterners 

with dreams of health and wealth.  The Southern Pacific Railroad had completed its lines to Los 

Angeles in 1876, and began a publicity campaign to entice people to “the land of milk and 
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honey.”  During this time agriculture became the primary industry in California, and the “citrus 

culture” was extolled in promotional pieces as “a mode of agriculture totally suited to the refined 

middle class growers.  The citrus farmers were the new middle class, nurturing rural civility, an 

appealing and romantic image for many from the East and Midwest tired of the cold winters.  

Another strong influence in creating the southern California mystique was a popular novel at that 

time, Ramona, written by Helen Hunt Jackson, which inspired the imaginations of Americans 

with its romantic vision of vanished mission life, a sentiment that stayed with southern California 

for the next fifty years. 

During the 1880s, the southern California legend took hold of the nation’s imagination.  In 1885, 

the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe rail line reached Los Angeles, and a fierce competition 

erupted with the Southern Pacific Railroad.  Real estate speculation was a great stimulus to 

westward travel, bringing 130,000 settlers to California from the East and Midwest in less than 

three years.  As a result, Los Angeles population doubled, and new towns, like Whittier, were 

created in the valleys and coastal stretches of California. 

Among those settlements inspired by the westward move of the 1880s was Whittier, founded in 

1887 by a small group of Quakers from the Midwest.  Aquilla Pickering, a wealthy railroad man 

from Chicago, was chosen by his church to select a spot in California for a new Quaker colony.  

A staunch Quaker in his 70s, Pickering was interested in reform as he was in real estate.  After 

Pickering and his wife traversed the California coast for three months looking for land, he 

decided on a parcel of land called the Thomas Ranch near Puente Hills.   

In the old barn at the Ranch, the Pickering Land & Water Company was formed by Pickering 

and his promoters in order to facilitate the purchase of the property.  The land had been owned 

by John M. Thomas, a sheep grazer who had bought the 1,259 acres for $4,002 in 1879.  Because 

of the growing interest in the area, investors sold the Thomas Ranch to the Pickering Land & 

Water Company for $69,850 on May 3, 1887.   

The first residents of the new Whittier settlement were Jonathan and Rebecca Bailey, who 

moved into the old Thomas ranch house on May 11, 1887.  Jonathan had been elected president 

of the Pickering Land & Water Company and directed the development of the new community.  

The ranch became the Quaker’s headquarters until a church was built four months later, and the 

Bailey home became the center of Whittier’s business, social and religious activities. 

Once the land papers were signed, the Pickering Land & Water Company held a town meeting 

on May 5, 1887.  One of the top priorities was to choose a name for the new settlement, which 

had been simply referred to as the Quaker Colony.  History attributes the suggestion of Whittier 

to Elizabeth Grinnell.  She thought it would be an appropriate name because the renowned 

American poet at that time, John Greenleaf Whittier, was a Quaker.  The name Whittier was 

unanimously adopted. 
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Jonathan Bailey and a crew of surveyors worked feverishly to survey the proposed town site of 

Whittier so that the Pickering Water & Land Company could sell the first lots.  The first Whittier 

lots went on sale on May 19, 1887, at the land office on Spring Street in downtown Los Angeles.  

Individual lots were sold from a map, a good corner lot sold for $250 and the others for $200, 

and no one person was allowed to purchase more than eight lots.  About 160 acres were 

designated for town lots, and the remainder of Whittier was subdivided into five- and ten- acre 

parcels to accommodate small citrus groves. 

Three-seated rigs ran from Pasadena to Whittier regularly, carrying prospective buyers.  Long 

lines of wagon teams could be seen coming from all directions, with many rigs coming from the 

Southern Pacific railroad station six miles away in Norwalk.  People immediately began to build 

homes and stores on their newly acquired property, and the Whittier community quickly grew. 

Also at this time, the question of where to establish the center of town was disputed by three 

different interest groups.  However, Whittier was a Quaker settlement and the influence of the 

Pickering Land & Water Company representing the Quaker interests resulted in the selection of 

the corner of Philadelphia and Greenleaf as the center of town.  The original town was comprised 

of 32 blocks, the borders of which were Pickering Avenue, Painter Avenue, Hadley Street, and 

Pennsylvania Avenue. 

As quickly as the real estate land boom had erupted in southern California, the inflated real estate 

prices began to falter, finally collapsing in 1888.  The land boom had ended.  Land that had sold 

for as much as $2,000 in the fall of 1887 went for as little as $100 in the depth of the depression 

of 1888.  During the next two years business ground to a halt.  Many southern California boom 

towns became ghost towns. 

In Whittier, the grand tourist hotel, the Greenleaf, closed and stores stood empty.  Work was 

limited to a few jobs on the oil wells in the hills and the fruit cannery, which opened in March of 

1888.  The Whittier population had soared to nearly 1,200 at the height of expansion and 

dropped to nearly half that number by the 1890 census.  However, Whittier survived due in large 

part to two important factors: the building of a state reform school in Whittier that provided 

construction and staff jobs, and the development of a viable water system utilizing several 

artesian wells located on the west side of the San Gabriel River near El Monte. 

With some 1,500 residents in 1898, Whittier was still considered a small country village.  

However, Jonathan Bailey and 76 other residents petitioned the Board of Supervisors of Los 

Angeles County to incorporate Whittier as a city.  A majority of voters supported incorporation 

and elected a board of trustees.  Whittier was officially incorporated on February 25, 1898, 

becoming the tenth city in Los Angeles County to do so. 
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By the turn of the century the area had become the largest walnut growing area in the nation.  

The Los Angeles-Whittier trolley line opened in 1904, making the area more desirable for 

residential and commercial development.  Early institutions included the first school in 1884 and 

a college in 1891.   

The Pacific Electric suspended its service to Whittier in the late 1930s, signifying a transition to 

automobile-dependent transportation between Whittier, Los Angeles, and other cities.  By 1940, 

Whittier Boulevard was wide corridor of industrial and commercial development catering to 

automobile drivers and truck transportation with multiple gas stations and service facilities.  

Much like other communities in the larger Los Angeles Metropolitan area, the City of Whittier 

experienced a boom in population during World War II that continued through the post-war 

period.  By 1955 a new Modern Civic Center complex was completed and the City began the 

process of annexing portions of Whittier Boulevard and East Whittier.    

2.  Historical Overview of Fred C. Nelles School 

The Formation and Opening of the State Reform School for Juvenile Offenders (1889-1891) 

The development of the Nelles School coincides with the emergence of the Progressive era 

(1890-1920), a period where a number of social reforms concerning poverty, violence, greed, 

racism, and class were addressed.  As more Americans moved into urban areas to work in 

factories and other jobs created by the economic boom of industrialization, new social problems 

were created.  A growing concern during this period was the treatment of juvenile delinquents.  

In California, any minor aged seven to eighteen convicted of committing a crime was 

incarcerated with adult criminals in the only two California state prisons, San Quentin and 

Folsom.  As part of the early Progressive Era reforms, advocates argued children should be 

housed in separate institutions where they would be rehabilitated, educated and reformed in a 

country setting, instead of being punished with hardened criminals, in order to one day become 

productive members of society. 

During the 1880s it became apparent to the California state government that the problem of 

delinquent boys and girls was not being handled appropriately.  In 1885, State Assemblyman 

Henry Hazard drafted a bill for a reform school, and four years later the first “Reform School for 

Juvenile Offenders” was established by Act of the California Legislature, on March 11, 1889.
1
  

In authorizing the establishment of the reform school, the State Legislature provided for the 

“discipline, education, employment, reformation, and protection of juvenile delinquents” and 

                                                 
1
  Shaffer, Ralph E. Letters From the People: The Los Angeles Times Letters Column, 1881-1889 (1999, 

<http://www.intranet.csupomona.edu/~reshaffer/copyrtx.htm>) np. This bill also established the 
Preston School of Industry in Ione, California, Amador County. 
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required that any youth committed before his sixteenth birthday be sent to State Reform School.
2
  

Governor R. W. Waterman appointed Hervey Lindley, James R. Lowe, and Josiah Sims trustees 

of the future school.
3
  The first Superintendent of the school was Walter Lindley who served 

between 1891 and 1894.
4
  The establishment of the school in the City of Whittier came at the tail 

end of the “boom of the eighties” in Southern California, which was characterized by a rapid 

increase in population.  The location in Whittier was chosen due to the large donation of land by 

the Pickering Land and Water Company that was attempting to pull the town out of the 

depression of 1890 and establish a financial base for the small community.  Another advantage 

of Whittier was its rural setting; reformers thought troubled youth would excel in a community 

of self-reliant, industrious farmer.
5
  In 1888, a year after the establishment of the city, the 

Southern Pacific Railroad constructed two depots in the area to capitalize on the passenger and 

freight business.  The new reform school was situated in a convenient location just southwest of 

the railroad line and was served by the depot across Whittier Boulevard to the northeast, just off 

Hadley Street.  The Pacific Electric Railway cars passed nearby and offered rapid transit to and 

from Los Angeles, seventeen miles distant.  Citrus crops were the community’s main economic 

base and chief employer.  The architectural character of the surrounding community at the time 

was generally characterized by wood-frame Victorian-style residences with decorative 

millwork.
6
  

The reform school for boys and girls was officially opened on July 1, 1891, committed 253 boys 

and 58 girls in its first year, and remained in continuous operation until its closure in 2004.
7
  It 

was the first of its kind established in the state and pioneered the use of behavior modification 

principles in dealing with juvenile offenders.  At the opening ceremony held on February 12, 

1890, over 12,000 people attended, the Governor and the Trustees laid the cornerstone to the 

main school building, and board member Josiah Sims spoke optimistically of the institutions 

future: 

                                                 
2
  California Youth Authority, 1891-1991: The First 100 Years, the Fred C. Nelles School, Whittier, California 

(n.d.): 8. 

3
  Reid, Daniel, The Early History of the Fred C. Nelles School For Boys (A Thesis Presented to the Faculty of 

the School of Social Work, University of Southern California, In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for 
the Degree Master of Social Work, June 1964): 2. 

4
  California Youth Authority, 1891-1991: The First 100 Years, the Fred C. Nelles School, Whittier, California 

(n.d.): 8. 

5
  Daniel Reid, The Early History of the Fred C. Nelles School For Boys (A Thesis Presented to the Faculty of the 

School of Social Work, University of Southern California, In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the 
Degree Master of Social Work, June 1964): 16. 

6
  R.D. Wade, “The Reform School Location” (letter to the Los Angeles Times, April 14, 18??) in Shaffer np. 

7
  1890 Report, 15. 
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Here the boy will be taught to wield the hammer, turn on the iron, and polish the steel; to 

plant the tree, prune its branches, and pluck its fruit; to write the article, set the type, and 

fold the document; to admire the country, love his brother, and reverence his God; to 

become a citizen, privileged with the inalienable rights of a free-born manhood.  Here the 

wayward girl will be taught to ply the needle, fit the garment, and cook the food.
8
 

For the next ten years, the School operated under its agricultural discipline philosophy and the 

school was renamed the Whittier State School (adopted in 1893), due to the negative 

connotations associated with the word “reform.”  Originally, the Reform School for Juvenile 

Offenders was divided by sex, with the girls located in cottages and the boys located in the 

Administration Building (also known as the “Castle”).  Both girls and boys were in residence at 

the institution until 1916, when the girls were moved to their newly constructed headquarters at 

the Ventura State School for Girls in the City of Ventura and it became a school for boys.
9
   

At the time of its original construction, the centerpiece of the reform school campus was a 

Richardsonian Romanesque-style “castle” and attached chapel.  The original school was 

designed by architect Robert Brown Young (1855-1914) and Preston Castle at the Preston 

School was patterned after the Whittier facility.  A 1910 photograph shows the original 

Administration Building, which was a large three-and one- half-story building of brick and red 

sandstone distinguished by a tall clock tower.  The multi-purpose school building was typical for 

its time in style and plan for educational buildings associated with schools, academies, and 

colleges.  The floor plans show that the building was designed to contain the major academic, 

administrative and residential functions of the facility.  The first floor contained the public 

reception room, school office, a classroom, the dining room, and a sitting room.  The upper 

floors contained additional classrooms, the trustees’ offices, library, and dormitories.  A chapel 

was attached to the north end of the school and had a swimming pool in the basement.  Other 

buildings on the campus included a Girls Department, Power House and Trades Building, 

Laundry, Buggy House, and Chicken Coop.  The main entrance was off the County Road, which 

later became Whittier Boulevard.  The Whittier Branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad ran 

along the County Road (Whittier Boulevard).
10

 

The formal entrance to the school featured a carriage drive flanked by large flower gardens.  The 

buildings on the campus were linked by a secondary carriage drive.  The property had a 

conservatory for propagating trees and plants for the orchard and gardens.  The campus was 

originally characterized by an open landscape with large grass lawns in the front planted with 

                                                 
8
  “The Whittier Idea,” The Sentinel (Vol. II No.7 (New Series), March 19, 1914) 2. 

9
  California Youth Authority, 1891-1991: The First 100 Years, the Fred C. Nelles School, Whittier, California 

(n.d.): 8. 

10
  Page and Turnbull, Historic Resources Assessment: Fred C. Nelles Youth Correctional Facility, (2005). 
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palms and evergreens.  Continued agricultural use of the property is indicated by the grain field 

that was located behind the school.  It was common at the time for penitentiaries and reform 

schools to include agricultural labor as part of their rehabilitation programs.  During these early 

years, a fully functioning farm accompanied the complex of school buildings.  The farm 

provided food for the institution, while also teaching the children about discipline and hard work.  

In addition to farm labor, the children were educated in the industrial arts or trades, such as 

carpentry, painting, printing, animal husbandry and dairying, tailoring, or shoemaking.
11

 This 

gave the children “real world” knowledge, which they could utilize back in society. 

As early as 1892, the Whittier State School began experiencing problems associated with the 

lack of financial support, organization, well-developed intake regulations, and appropriate 

disciplinary measures that would compromise the institution Progressive Era ideals.  Unable to 

secure additional funding for the institution and overwhelmed by the overcrowding and the 

diverse needs of wards, Walter Lindley stepped down as superintendent on October 1, 1894 after 

serving only three years.
12

  Following the departure of Walter Lindley there were four 

superintendents between 1894 and 1912: Dr.  John Coffin (1894-1897), T.B. Van Alstyne (1897-

1899), Shermin Smith (1899), and J.P. Greenly (1899-1912).
13

  The original vision for the school 

was to establish a cottage system where the wards were separated into groups based on age and 

maturity into a family oriented cottage where a man, his wife, and teacher would provide 

direction, an ideal method of stimulating a family group.  However, as the problems continued to 

arise, the cottage system was abandoned in 1898 and leadership began incorporating measures 

utilized by adult detention facilities.  Of note was the use of the Oregon Boot, which prevented 

wards from running away by shackling a 15 to 25 pound weight to one of their legs and could 

cause deformities.
14

  The early problems the school experienced between 1892 and 1912 are 

                                                 
11

  Rudy Valdez, Whittier, A Picture Postcard History (Whittier, California: Mondragon Press, 1987): 37. 

12
  Daniel Reid, The Early History of the Fred C. Nelles School For Boys (A Thesis Presented to the Faculty of the 

School of Social Work, University of Southern California, In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the 
Degree Master of Social Work, June 1964): 11. 

13
  California Youth Authority, 1891-1991: The First 100 Years, the Fred C. Nelles School, Whittier, California 

(n.d.): 24. 

14
  California Youth Authority, 1891-1991: The First 100 Years, the Fred C. Nelles School, Whittier, California 

(n.d.): 31. 

 Harold E. Barden, Reorganization of Educational Program, Whittier State School (A Term Paper in Ed. 258, 
Dr. Draper, August 1938, University of Southern California): 3. 

 Daniel Reid, The Early History of the Fred C. Nelles School For Boys (A Thesis Presented to the Faculty of the 
School of Social Work, University of Southern California, In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the 
Degree Master of Social Work, June 1964): 13, 15-16, 27, 35. 
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described further in Chattel Architecture, Planning, & Preservation’s Assessment Report 

prepared in 2005, included in Appendix C.
15

 

Fred C. Nelles as Superintendent (1912-1927) 

In 1912, the Board of Trustees hired Los Angeles businessman Fred C. Nelles as the 

Superintendent of the Whittier State School.  From this point onward, the School focused upon a 

program of rehabilitation and re-socialization.  Superintendent Nelles succeeded in correcting the 

problems of the past, restoring the original vision of the cottage system, and modernizing school 

administration to include innovative behavioral modification techniques and psychological 

studies.  The new philosophy was exemplified in the abolition of all forms of corporal 

punishment (including the infamous Oregon Boot) in 1913.
16

  Instead of corporal punishment, 

Nelles instituted a lost privilege system, in which rebellious boys and runaways lived under 

closer supervision and worked on tasks such as road building and ditch digging.
17

  

Superintendent Nelles described his discipline philosophy, Merit System of Government, in an 

impromptu lecture to a group of University of Southern California sociology students: 

Here at Whittier boys learn to govern themselves.  They are not ruled by what is 

popularly known as self-government.  Each lad is taught to govern himself.  If a boy 

violates any of the laws of school, he at once is consigned to the lower ranks – the ‘Lost 

Privilege Company,’ a group which does nothing but eat and sleep, and that only by 

command.  The members of the company diet on bread and mile, and when they manifest 

their willingness ‘to be good,’ they rejoin the privileged ranks.
18

 

His other major achievements at the School included the founding of the Journal of Delinquency 

and the recognition of the research fields of juvenile delinquency and mental retardation.  In 

1919, Nelles successfully introduced the first staff psychiatrist and psychologists to the School.
19

  

With these individuals, Nelles established a department for the study of mental defects, which 

would later influence the establishment of the State Bureau of Juvenile Research in 1921.
20

  

                                                 
15

  Chattel Architecture, Planning, & Preservation, Inc, Historic Resources Assessment Fred C. Nelles Youth 

Correctional Facility, 11850 E. Whittier Boulevard, Whittier, California.  Prepared For Keeton Kreitzer 

Consulting (March 7, 2005): 9-11. 

16
  California Youth Authority, 1891-1991: The First 100 Years, the Fred C. Nelles School, Whittier, California 

(n.d.): 30. 

17
  Benjamin F. Arnold and Artilissa Dorland Clark, History of Whittier (Whittier, California: Western Printing 

Corporation, 1933): 138. 

18
  “Trip to Whittier State School is Live Topic,” The Southern California Trojan, Vol. 8, No. 40 (November 28, 

1916). 

19
  Samuel M. Kason, “Fred C. Nelles School- Fact Sheet” unpublished history (n.d.) 4. 

20
  “Descriptive booklet of Fred C. Nelles School,” (n.d.) 
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Nelles also instituted clinical procedures for the evaluation of “feeble-minded” boys, who were 

transferred to the Sonoma State Home, as early as 1914.  The introduction of these types of 

clinical programs at Whittier State School represents one of the earliest by a state agency.
21

  

Chattel Architecture, Planning, & Preservation’s Assessment Report prepared in 2005, included 

in Appendix C, further describes Nelles involvement with the American eugenics movement and 

progressive vision for juvenile reform.
22

 

In addition to philosophical changes, the Whittier State School underwent dramatic changes to its 

physical landscape and enrollment population.  In 1913, the Administration Building (the 

“Castle”) suffered a damaging fire, and was subsequently demolished in 1916.
23

  In 1915, the 

Juvenile Court Act was revised to exclude boys over 16 years old.  Finally in 1916, all of the 

girls at the School were transferred to the newly founded Ventura School for Girls, thus fulfilling 

Nelles’ desire for a separate institution for girls.
24

 

As a result of the changes mentioned above, the campus was redesigned and facilities were 

improved and expanded between 1915 and 1934.  The shift from the “congregate” system to 

cottage system marked a new architectural era to the school and introduced human scale 

architecture.  The campus was distinguished by brick buildings in the Tudor Revival style with 

English Arts and Crafts influences.  The early 1928 plan and aerial shows this design shift with 

the one and two-story Superintendent’s Residence, Administration Building, Auditorium, 

Assistant Superintendent’s Residence set amidst agricultural fields and landscaped open spaces.  

The primary buildings were situated around a central core that was accessed by two circle drives 

and surrounded by a park-like landscape setting.  The Division of Architecture, Department of 

Public Works was responsible for the design and construction of the building improvements.  

Construction began on a series of multi-story brick and wood Tudor Revival style cottages near 

the middle of the property.  The cottages were sited in an oval formation around the Kitchen and 

Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) and Infirmary buildings.  These “family” dwellings, 

                                                 
21

  J. Harold Williams, Department of Research Bulletin No. 1- Defective, Delinquent, and Dependent Boys 

(Whittier State School, Department of Printing Instruction, December 1915): 22. 

22
  Chattel Architecture, Planning, & Preservation, Inc, Historic Resources Assessment Fred C. Nelles Youth 

Correctional Facility, 11850 E. Whittier Boulevard, Whittier, California.  Prepared For Keeton Kreitzer 

Consulting (March 7, 2005): 11-15. 

23
  The cornerstone of the original Administration Building was saved and reutilized in the current Administration 

Building, which was completed in 1923. 

 Herbert B. Andrews, General Bulletin No. 1: Removal of Administration Building (Whittier State School, 
Department of Printing Instruction, April 1916).  

 Daniel Reid, The Early History of the Fred C. Nelles School For Boys (A Thesis Presented to the Faculty of the 
School of Social Work, University of Southern California, In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the 
Degree Master of Social Work, June 1964): 40-41. 

24
  Page and Turnbull Historic Resources Assessment (2005). 
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named for U.S. Presidents, each housed about fifty wards, and featured well-furnished common 

rooms with high ceilings, large windows, and wood paneling and floors.  However, these Tudor 

Revival style cottages are not extant and were replaced in the 1950s and 1960s with modern 

cottages.   

A 1923 issue of The Building Review described the new buildings constructed on the campus 

during this period: 

The treatment of the new Whittier buildings, including their setting, is noteworthy.  There 

is little of the "institutional" about this institution; it does not present the picture which 

appears mentally in connection with that word, of a series of factory-like units, cold, 

dreary, forbidding. This, on the contrary, is essentially home-like, and its influence on its 

inmates should prove similar to that of a good home. The effect of environment is 

unquestionable; it should be reflected in a growing spirit of interest, energy, ambition, 

self-respect, among these boys. And the buildings are constructed for safety and comfort 

as well as for appearance.
25

  

 

At least eight extant buildings were constructed either under the direction of Superintendent 

Nelles or during the decade following his death.  The architectural concepts and high quality of 

design exhibited in these eight buildings was the work of State Architects W. K. Daniels and 

George McDougall who designed the Superintendent’s Residence (1919-1920), Assembly 

(Auditorium) (1923), Assistant Superintendent’s Residence (1926), Infirmary (1923-1928), 

Administration Building (1928-1929), Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) 

(1930-1933), Maintenance Garage (1931), and Gymnasium (1934).   

An Article in The Building Review described the architectural design of the Superintendent’s 

Residence in 1923: 

This residence is built of brick exterior walls with wooden floors and partitions. The 

exterior brick walls are of common brick especially selected for color and laid flat in the 

wall. The roof is laid with slates with irregular courses. The majority of the slate used 

was salvaged from an old chapel building recently torn down and this material had taken 

on a nice color due to its exposure to the weather. The balance was made up of new black 

slate which gave a two-tone effect to the roof. Some interesting wrought iron work will 

be noted as used for door hinges, escutcheons, lanterns, etc. These were designed and 

executed by some of the boys in the blacksmith shop at the School. The garden entrance 

shows a little graffiti to detail done in black and grey, which was designed on the job as 
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the work was executed. Much of the success of the house is due to the landscape work 

which was performed by the school gardeners.
26

  

Facility after Fred C. Nelles (1927-1941) 

In 1927, Fred C. Nelles passed away at the age of fifty-one.
27

  He was succeeded by four 

superintendents: Kenyon Scrudder (1927-1931), Claude S.  Smith (1931), Dr. George Sabaski 

(1931-1933), and Judge E.J. Miline (1933-1941), who continued his rehabilitation philosophy.  

These superintendents focused on specific programs, such as vocational arts and the 

development of social skills, to re-socialize and rehabilitate the boys.
28

  In addition, these 

superintendents furthered Nelles’ earlier aspirations for clinical programs and developmental 

research by acquiring adolescent psychologists and aid from the State Bureau of Juvenile 

Research. 

However, after leadership and management issues and problems with violence at the school in 

the late 1930s, the future direction of the institution drastically shifted.  The Whittier State 

School In 1941, the State adopted the Youth Authority Act and established the Youth Correction 

Authority (California Youth Authority), which oversaw activities at the Whittier State School.
29

  

Also in 1941, the Whittier State School was renamed the Nelles School, in honor of its 

pioneering superintendent.  The name change would signal an end of the Nelles era; while his 

influence had extended past his death in 1927 to 1941, subsequent superintendent’s would fail to 

match his success, and state-level organization shifts would alter the school’s path from its 

originally intended reform vision. 

Changing Values Post California Youth Authority (1941-Present) 

After the California Youth Authority were handed management of the school in 1941, values 

shifted and the Nelles School operated in the same capacity as other delinquency schools.  

During the 1950s and 1960s, the Nelles School underwent a massive building program in which 

a new school was constructed along with a series of new cottages, program buildings, and 

detention facilities.  The new buildings were typically one-story in height, constructed of brick, 

and rendered in a Modern architectural style.  A new school complex was constructed between 

1953 and 1962 in the northern area of the property adjacent to the Auditorium building and 
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27
  “Fred C. Nelles Funeral Today,” Los Angeles Times (May 25, 1927): A1. 

28
  Whittier State School, Hospital and Receiving Building (Fred C. Nelles, Personnel Building), HABS No. CA 
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29
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consisted of four classroom buildings, a school office, a library, and a Vocational Building.  An 

aerial photograph from the 1950s shows the site is cleared of the 1920s cottages and the new 

school complex is constructed adjacent to the Auditorium.   

Eleven dormitory “cottages” named after former presidents were constructed between 1961 and 

1966, these cottage include Roosevelt, Cleveland, Jackson, Washington, Hayes, Kennedy, Tyler, 

Madison, Adams, Monroe, and Ford.  The one-story brick contemporary cottages (except for the 

Ford Cottage and Pool) were identical and oriented around a curving road.  Also, constructed 

during this period in the same area was the Food Service Building in 1962.  These cottages 

replaced the previous residences, which constituted Fred C. Nelles’ “cottage” system.  However, 

unlike Nelles’ cottages, these cottages were created by the California Youth Authority and were 

not layered with the same social and rehabilitative message.
30

   

In 1962, a new Visitor Control Center was constructed and building altered the layout of the 

entry and exiting sequence on the Nelles School.  Other buildings constructed during this period 

include the Adjustment Center (AC)/Taft Cottage (1954-1957), Program Center (also known as 

the Special Treatment Building) (1961), Horticulture Classroom and Greenhouse (1962-1966).  

The Special Treatment Building was one of several buildings that signify the campus’ shift 

towards institutionalization.   

In the late 1980s, the School’s first true detention facility was constructed with the Carter-Nixon 

Building, which mirrored the design of adult penitentiaries.  Later, the School dropped the “for 

Boys” portion of its name and became the Nelles School.  Soon after, the Nelles School was 

renamed the “Fred C. Nelles Youth Correction Facility.”  Finally, in December 2004, the site 

was closed as mandated by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, who declared the Fred C. Nelles 

Youth Correction Facility as state surplus property.
31

   

3.  State of California Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture 

The State of California, Division of Architecture, Department of Public Works was responsible 

for the design and construction of the existing building improvements on the subject property.  

The origins of the Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture date to the creation of 

the Department of Engineering. Created on March 11, 1907, this new agency was headed by a 

State Engineer, appointed by the Governor for a term of four years, who was authorized to 

appoint various assistants including a State Architect who was in charge of designing and 

constructing state buildings.  In 1921, a Department of Public Works was created and new 
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31
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divisions within this new department were created, including Department of Engineering, 

Division of Architecture, Divisions of Highways, Engineering and Irrigation, Water Rights, and 

Land Settlement.
32

  

As a result of the Long Beach earthquake of 1933, standards for school construction were 

upgraded. Older schools had been constructed of unreinforced masonry and, therefore, suffered 

the worst damage. Shortly after the earthquake, the State Legislature passed what came to be 

known as the Field Act that required earthquake-resistant design and construction for all public 

schools, kindergarten through community college.  The Field Act specified that the State 

Architect would review and approve all public school plans and specifications, and generally 

oversee all construction work.
33

 

In 1962, California Legislation provided for the appointment of the State Architect for a four 

year term directly by the Governor.  In 1963, the Department of General Services was 

established and absorbed the Division of Architecture.  One year later, the Division became the 

Office of Architecture and Construction until 1977, when the name changed to the Office of the 

State Architect. During the 1970's, the State Architect played a significant role in creating 

accessibility standards for public buildings and would become the basis for the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (“ADA”).  In 1994, the name was changed again to the Division of the State 

Architect (“DSA”). Three years later, responsibility for design and construction of state buildings 

was transferred to the Real Estate Services Division of the Department of General Services. 

Today, the DSA's major remaining function is design and construction oversight for K-12 

schools and community colleges, and development and maintenance of building accessibility 

standards.
34

 

George B. McDougall (1868-1957) 

Born in 1868, George B. McDougall was born into a family of architects.  His father was 

architect Barnett McDougall (1825-1905) who moved to California in 1856 and became a 

pioneer builder/architect with offices in San Diego and San Francisco.  His two brothers, Charles 

C. McDougall (1857-1930) and Benjamin G. McDougall (1865-1937) were also architects.  

George B. McDougall would train under his father to learn the architecture trade.  Eventually, 
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the brothers worked with their father and formed B. McDougall & Sons.  After their father 

passed away in 1905, the brothers formed their own firm, McDougall Bros.
35

 

During the mid-1890s the brothers had offices in San Francisco and Bakersfield. After Benjamin 

moved to Bakersfield in 1896, he opened an office there and would move the office to Fresno at 

the turn of the twentieth century, while Charles and George operated the San Francisco office. 

Among the firm's most notable projects were the Kings County Jail (1898), the Hanford 

Carnegie Library (1905), the Merced Security Savings Bank (1905), the Visalia First National 

Bank (1905), and many residences in Fresno.  After the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, 

McDougall Bros. closed its Fresno office. Benjamin struck out on his own and built an 

influential private practice in San Francisco and the East Bay, while George and Charles 

continued as McDougall Bros. until George was appointed State Architect in 1913.  George 

MacDougall served as State Architect until 1938.
36

 

Among the notable projects George MacDougall supervised during his tenure as State Architect 

were the State Normal School, Santa Barbara; State Normal School, Fresno (1915); Mt. Whitney 

Fish Hatchery, Independence (1916); Normal State School, Santa Barbara; State Hospital, 

Agnew; Women’s Building, State Fair Grounds, Sacramento; State Prison, Folsom; and a School 

Building at Chico State Normal School, Chico.
37

 The Administration Building of the former 

Fresno State Normal School (Fresno School) is listed on the National Register.  Designed in the 

Renaissance Revival style, George McDougall discussed the Fresno Administration Building’s 

architecture in an article published in an 1916 Souvenir Program.  The design intended “to use 

brick and stone in warm shades and of a style reminiscent of the Renaissance architecture built 

with these materials in Northern Italy and Spain” and introduced themes “recalling Spanish 

woodturning and Lombard brickwork.”
38

  Furthermore, George McDougall felt the design of the 

Fresno Administration Building “is a distinct step in the advancement of school architecture in 

this state.”
39

  George MacDougall is mentioned in architectural periodicals of the period as 
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creating plates for buildings in England, therefore, it’s clear he was traveling and looking at 

European architectural works that were an influence in his own architectural designs.
40

 

George MacDougall supervised the design of the buildings constructed on the Nelles Campus 

during the early and mid-1920s.  The three extant buildings on the campus that list George 

MacDougall as supervising architect include, the Superintendent’s Residence (1919-1920); 

Auditorium (1923); and Assistant Superintendent’s Residence (1926). 

Wesley K. Daniels 

Little information is available about architect Wesley K. Daniels.  Daniels began his career with 

the State as a junior architectural draftsman in 1914 with the State Board of Harbor 

Commissioners and transferred to the Division of Architecture a year later.  During the following 

decade he worked in the architectural drafting room and later held the position of chief 

architectural draftsman.  In 1926, he was appointed Deputy Chief of the Division, in 1938 he 

served as State Architect for two years, and in 1957 was named Administrative Assistant 

and shortly reclassified as Assistant State Architect, Administrative.
 41

  When Daniels entered 

State Service in 1914 the organization had a total of 37 employees and the construction output 

totaled $1,365,000 for two years.  During his 40 years of service the peak personnel for the 

Division increased to a total of 1,243 employees and construction contracts represented a total of 

$137,000,000.  Daniels served under nine Governors, ten Public Works directors, and two State 

Architects.
42

  

Architectural drawings note Daniels was responsible for the design of five extant building on the 

subject property: Administration Building (1928-1929), Infirmary (1929), Kitchen and 

Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) (1930-33), Maintenance Garage (1930), and 

Gymnasium (1934).  Judging from these examples of his work it is possible to classify his 

abilities as that of an accomplished architect and further research is recommended on Daniels.  

                                                 
40

  The Architectural Review, Volume 10 (1920). 

41
 David Karina, Celebrating 100 years of California State Architecture, American Construction Inspectors 

Association, http://www.acia.com/ACIA-News/Articles/Celebrating-100-years-of-California-State-

Architecture.html, accessed February 27, 2014. 

42
  “Architect Daniels Retires From Division of Architecture,” Architect and Engineer, Vol. 200-203 (1955), 

https://archive.org/stream/architectenginee20055sanf/architectenginee20055sanf_djvu.txt, accessed February 27, 

2014. 

http://www.acia.com/ACIA-News/Articles/Celebrating-100-years-of-California-State-Architecture.html
http://www.acia.com/ACIA-News/Articles/Celebrating-100-years-of-California-State-Architecture.html


FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

OVERALL RECORD 

HABS No. CA-2400 (Page 17) 

 

 

 

 

Part II.  Architectural Information 

A.  General Statement: 

The attached records describe the architecture of the eight historical buildings on the Nelles 

School site.   

B.  Site: 

1  Historic landscape design:   

When the school was initially designed in 1891, the site plan was predicated upon an agricultural 

environment to serve as both for instruction as well as provide the majority of food supplies for 

the institution.  The school operated under the agricultural discipline philosophy where juvenile 

defenders would be reformed by labor and learning new skills.  A Board of Trustees Report from 

1890 notes trustees assigned gardeners to plant over 2,200 fruit and shade trees, flowering 

shrubs, ornamental plants, and alfalfa and barely fields.  The school site was improved with 

family-oriented cottages and a large main building surrounded by acres of farm land and 

livestock pens. While the agricultural uses on the site have subsequently been removed, the 

property retains a scenic quality with some extant mature trees and plantings, open spaces, 

landscape features, road networks, and spatial relationships harking back to the founding 

principles.  The historic landscape that remains dates to the Fred C. Nelles building campaign 

(1919 to 1934), as it appears little original landscape from the first period of development 

remains.  The overall historic landscape is discussed in the following paragraphs, while the 

landscapes immediately surrounding the Superintendent’s Residence, Administration Building, 

Assistant Superintendent’s Residence, Infirmary, Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and 

Training Center), and Maintenance Garage are described further in the attached records.  

The school site is an irregular shaped lot with seven sides enclosed by a tall chain link fence 

(alteration) along all six sides with the exception of the northeast side.  The eastern boundary of 

the school was defined by the former Southern Pacific Rail Road right-of-way. Along the 

northeast side is a narrow span of historic landscape running the length of Whittier Boulevard in 

which the main driveway (extant) is positioned.  Upon entering the property through this 

driveway there was an oval traffic circle (removed) infilled with grass and a single palm tree 

from where the various roads to the property were accessed and is represented in a 1933 

historical aerial.  The traffic circle was flanked by Roosevelt Cottage (demolished) and Lincoln 

Cottage (demolished) the east and west.  By the 1950s the size of the traffic circle was reduced to 

a small island with the single palm tree and the lawns of the Roosevelt Cottage (demolished) and 

Lincoln Cottage (demolished) were increased.  A new traffic circle was created from a patch of 

landscape to the southwest improved with various pine trees, palms and other trees.  While the 

driveway into the property appears to be in its original location, the entry sequence through the 
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traffic circles was reconfigured and altered in 1962 with the construction of the Visiting and 

Control Building and further eroded during the 1990s by the construction of Guard 

Station/Check Point (constructed 1998), Visitor Center (constructed 1990), Outdoor Visiting 

Shelters (constructed 1978), and the Training Center (constructed 1998).  There appear to be two 

Canary Island Date Palms and one Fan Palm located to the north of the Visitor Center formerly 

located to the rear of the Lincoln Cottage (demolished). 

Located southwest of the main entrance, is an angled stretch of the facility’s original street 

system that appears to be one of the most intact on the site.  This street stretched directly from 

the main entrance toward the southern portion of the campus at a 45 degree angle and curves to 

the southeast where it paralleled the former Receiving and Lost Privilege Cottage (demolished 

and replaced by Classroom Building 20-27 in 1962).  This road stretched beyond the Lost 

Privilege Cottage until it was intersected by an east-west road named “Flower Garden Road” 

extending between the eastern boundary past the Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and 

Training Center); this road remains extant.  At this intersection, the road meandered past the west 

elevation of the Infirmary building.  An aerial view of the campus circa 1933 shows the street 

oriented in a 45 degree angles was originally lined with palm trees, which have subsequently 

removed and replaced along the south side of the street with  facility’s security fence and 

shrubbery.  There appear to be three extant trees from the earlier period: two Canary Island Date 

Palms and a Silk Oak located on the east side of the street across from the Receiving and Lost 

Privilege Cottage (demolished and replaced by Classroom Building 20-27). 

The other intact streetscape stretches south from the Maintenance Garage to the southern end of 

the Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) and appears to be named “Service 

Drive.”  It is a tree-lined road with sidewalks that provides a shaded view corridor.  Although 

there was likely a simple road connecting the western buildings early in the site’s history, it 

appears that this stretch of the facility’s street system was installed in the late-1930s or early-

1940s demonstrated by evidence provided in historical photographs.  The west side of this street 

is planted with a row of Jacaranda trees.  A site plan drawn in 1968 indicates the road (now 

abandoned) once continued to the far south of the Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and 

Training Center) to meet the road that circled back to the main road leading to the property 

entrance.  There are mature tree plantings (Goldenrain Trees) still mark the alignment of this 

abandoned segment that ends at the northern end of Madison Cottage (constructed in 1965). 

As illustrated in historic photographs and plans, the landscape between the Kitchen and 

Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) and the Infirmary was originally open lawn area 

with concrete sidewalks extending east to west between the buildings, and a roadway bisecting 

the open landscape north to south.  The large open space between the Kitchen and Commissary 

(Chapels and Training Center) and the Infirmary appears to have existed since their construction 

in the late-1920s and remains intact.  However, a new infirmary was constructed in 1992 to the 
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north of these buildings and now partially obstructs the open space on the north, but despite this 

it largely remains intact.  As depicted on a 1935 historical aerial, the 45 degree, palm tree lined 

road from the property entrance eventually lead between these two buildings and would turn to 

the east in front of the south elevation of the Infirmary to rejoin the perimeter road.  A site plan 

from 1958 shows this road was proposed to be removed and current conditions show it was 

replace with a narrow footpath leading to the new cottages, Monroe Cottage (constructed 1964) 

and Adams Cottage (constructed 1965).   

The southern and western boundaries of the campus once served as the property’s farm fields. In 

the early years of the facility until the 1940s, the bulk of the property was used as a working 

farm, producing food for the wards and staff.  During the late 1950s, the school site underwent a 

major building program to improve and modernize the facilities and road infrastructure.  The 

construction of the cottages between 1961 and 1966 and baseball playing fields completed 1963 

in the southwest corner of the campus, an area historically improved with a few buildings, open 

fields and dense pockets of trees, changed the street grid in the southern portion of the property.  

A U-shaped road was built to provide access to all of the new cottages, Food Service Center 

(constructed 1962), and Program Receiving Unit (constructed 1961).  Baseball playing fields 

designed by R. Murray (designer), R. Rust (designer), and E. W. Hampton (Deputy Chief), State 

of California, Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture were constructed there 

between 1961 and 1963.  The baseball fields are located in back of the brick cottages on the 

former site of the Nelles School’s farm.  The existing perimeter road was completed in 1968.  

The integrity of the landscape is somewhat compromised by land clearing activities associated 

with the construction of the brick cottages (constructed 1961-1966), softball fields (1961-1963), 

and the Carter/Nixon (270) building (constructed 1988).
43

 

 The athletic track and field is located to the immediate west of the Gymnasium and hugs 

the western boundary of the lot.  It consists of a recessed oval-shaped field framed by a running 

track.  Because of the change in grade, a sloped concrete retaining wall bounds the perimeter 

(alteration in 1964) with a concrete view platform at the northern end of the east side.  The 

athletic track and field appears to predate the construction of the Gymnasium built in 1934.  Prior 

to its construction, a 1928 historical aerial shows the athletic field was an oval-shaped grass field 

and retains the same shape today.  Historical aerials from 1928 and 1933 show the oval field was 

framed by trees north, west and east perimeter (no longer extant).  The area where the 

Gymnasium was later built was occupied by a dirt road and the Kitchen and Dining Rooms 

building (later demolished).  However, as demonstrated in architectural drawings, while the 

athletic track and field retains the same oval shape, repairs were made to the athletic field in 

1964, including paving, grading, and drainage work.  Little change appears to have occurred to 

the athletic track and field since then. 



FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

OVERALL RECORD 

HABS No. CA-2400 (Page 20) 

 

 

 

 

Part III.  Sources of Information 

A.  Architectural drawings:  (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information)  

Index of Plans and Alterations for Drainage (California Department of General Services) 

Index of Plans and Alterations for Grounds Improvements (California Department of General 

Services) 

Index of Plans and Alterations for Irrigation (California Department of General Services) 

Index of Plans and Alterations for Lighting (California Department of General Services) 

Index of Plans and Alterations for Outdoor P.E. Facilities (California Department of General 

Services) 

Index of Plans and Alterations for Parking Lot (California Department of General Services) 

Index of Plans and Alterations for Master Plot Plan (California Department of General Services) 

Index of Plans and Alterations for Roads (California Department of General Services) 

Index of Plans and Alterations for Water (California Department of General Services) 

B.  Early views: (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information) 

University of California Perspective or Plan of the Whittier State School at Whittier, California 

by the Division of Landscape Gardening, Circa 1889-1891 (California Department of General 

Services) 

Administration Building, Circa 1901 (From the California Historical Society Collection, 

University of Southern California Digital Archive) 

Administration Building, Circa 1910 (From the California Historical Society Collection, 

University of Southern California Digital Archive) 
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Administration Building During Demolition, Circa 1916 (From the California Historical Society 

Collection, University of Southern California Digital Archive) 

Aerial View of Nelles School, Circa 1928 (California Department of General Services) 

Aerial View of Nelles School, Circa 1933 (California Department of General Services) 

Aerial View of Nelles School, Circa 1935 (California Department of General Services) 

Aerial View of Nelles School, Circa 1945 (California Department of General Services) 

C.  Interviews and Correspondence:  None. 

D.  Selected Sources: 

Andrews, Herbert. General Bulletin No. 1 – Removal of Administration Building. Whittier State 

School, Department of Printing Instruction, April 1916. 

“Architect Daniels Retires From Division of Architecture.” Architect and Engineer. Vol. 200-

203, 1955, 

https://archive.org/stream/architectenginee20055sanf/architectenginee20055sanf_djvu.txt

, accessed February 27, 2014. 

The Architectural Review. Volume 10.  1920. 

Arnold, Benjamin F. and Artilissa Dorland Clark. History of Whittier. Whittier, California: 

Western Printing Corporation, 1933. 

Barden, Harold E. “Reorganization of Educational Program, Whittier State School” term paper, 

University of Southern California, August 1932. 

“Biennial Report of the Board of Trustees of the Reform School for Juvenile Offenders, located 

at Whittier, Los Angeles County for the Two Years ending June 30, 1890.” Sacramento, 

California: State Office, J.D. Young, Supt. State Printing, 1890. 

“Biennial Report of the Board of Trustees of the Reform School for Juvenile Offenders, located 

at Whittier, Los Angeles County for the Two Years ending June 30, 1892” Sacramento, 

California: State Office, J.D. Young, Supt. State Printing, 1892. 

Board of Trustees, Whittier State School.  Biennial Report for the Two Years Ending June 30, 

1904. 

Broder, John M. “Dismal California Prisons Hold Juvenile Offenders.”  New York Times.  

February 15, 2004. 
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The Building Review, Vol. XXIII No. 1. January 1923. 

California Youth Authority.  The First 100 Years: 1891-1991 (Fred C. Nelles School, California 

Youth Authority, Whittier, California).  Circa 1991. 

Chattel Architecture, Planning, & Preservation, Inc.  Historic Resources Assessment Nelles 

School, 11850 E. Whittier Boulevard, Whittier, California.  Prepared For Keeton Kreitzer 

Consulting.  March 7, 2005. 

Finding Aid: Inventory of the Department of Public Works. Division of Architecture. Office of 

Information Records, circa 1910-1960.  California State Archives, Office of the Secretary 

of State, Sacramento, California, (2000). 

“Fred C. Nelles Funeral Today.”  Los Angeles Times.  May 25, 1927, p. A1. 

Fred C. Nelles School.  Application for Registration of Historical Landmark.  1982. 

---.  Fact Sheet. Unpublished typewritten manuscript.  No date. 

Gaydos, Dave. Chapel/Training Center. Fred C. Nelles School for Juvenile Offenders (Fred C. 

Nelles Reform School). State of California, Department of Parks and Recreation. Historic 

Resources Inventory Form.  1983. 

---.  Garage. Fred C. Nelles School for Juvenile Offenders (Fred C. Nelles Reform School). State 

of California, Department of Parks and Recreation. Historic Resources Inventory Form.  

1983. 

---.  Gymnasium. Fred C. Nelles School for Juvenile Offenders (Fred C. Nelles Reform School). 
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1. Architectural Drawings:  

1. Index to  Plans (California Department of General Services) 
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2. Early Views: 

 

1.  Perspective Site Plan, Date Unknown (California Department of General 

Services) 
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2.  Original Main Building, 1901 (University of Southern California) 
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3.  Main Building and entrance to the grounds, 1910 (University of Southern 

California) 
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4.  Original Main Building during demolition, circa 1916  (California Department of 

General Services) 
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5.  Aerial view of the site, circa 1928 (California Department of General Services) 
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6. Aerial view of the site, circa 1933 (California Department of General Services) 
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7. Aerial view of the site, circa 1935 (California Department of General Services) 
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8. Aerial view of the site, circa 1945 (California Department of General Services) 
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CA-2400-J-1 GENERAL VIEW OF PRIMARY ENTRANCE INTO PROPERTY, VIEW 

FACING WEST 

CA-2400-J-2 GENERAL VIEW OF ENTRANCE INTO PROPERTY IN FORNT OF THE 

VISITOR CONTROL CENTER BUILDING, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-3 GENERAL VIEW TOWARDS THE VISITOR CONTROL CENTER 

BUILDING, VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-J-4 VIEW OF ORIGINAL STREET, VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-J-5 VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-J-6 GENERAL VIEW TOWARDS GYMNASIUM, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-J-7 GENERAL VIEW TOWARDS AUDITORIUM, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-J-8 VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-9 GENERAL VIEW OF ATHLETIC FIELD WITH GYMNASIUM IN 

BACKGROUND, VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-J-10 GENERAL VIEW OF ATHLETIC, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-11 GENERAL VIEW OF ATHLETIC FIELD WITH GYMNASIUM IN 

BACKGROUND, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-12 GENERAL VIEW OF ATHLETIC FIELD WITH GYMNASIUM IN 

BACKGROUND, VIEW FACINGSOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-13 REAR AREA BEHIND MAINTENANCE GARAGE, VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-J-14 ORIGNAL STREETSCAPE BETWEEN MAINTENANCE GARAGE AND 

KITCHEN AND COMMISSARY (CHAPELS AND TRAINING CENTER),  

VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-J-15 ENTRANCE ROAD TO ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE, 

VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-J-16 REAR YARD OF ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE, VIEW 

FACING NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-17 GENERAL VIEW OF ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDANT’S FRONT YARD, 

VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-J-18 GENERAL VIEW OF ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDANT’S FRONT YARD, 

VIEW FACING NORTH 
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CA-2400-J-19 VIEW TOWARDS SORENSEN STREET, VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-J-20 GENERAL VIEW OF ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDANT’S FRONT YARD, 

VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-J-21 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTHWEST PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-22 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTHWEST PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-23 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTHWEST PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-24 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTHWEST PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-25 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTHERN PORTION OF PROPERTY BEHIND 

COTTAGES, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-J-26 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTHERN PORTION OF PROPERTY BEHIND 

COTTAGES, VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-J-27 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTHWEST PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-28 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTHERN PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-29 GENERAL VIEW ALONG EASTERN PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

SOUTH 

CA-2400-J-30 VIEW BETWEEN TAFT ADJUSTMENT UNIT AND MONROE COTTAGE, 

VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-31 GENERAL VIEW ALONG EASTERN PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

NORTH 

CA-2400-J-32 GENERAL VIEW ALONG EASTERN PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

NORTH 

CA-2400-J-33 VIEW OF STREETSCAPE AND LANDSCAPE IN FRONT OF KITCHEN 

AND COMMISSARY (CHAPELS AND TRAINING CENTER), VIEW 

FACING EAST 

CA-2400-J-34 VIEW OF STREETSCAPE TO THE WEST OF KITCHEN AND 

COMMISSARY (CHAPELS AND TRAINING CENTER), VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-35 VIEW OF STREETSCAPE CONNECTING KITCHEN AND COMMISSARY 

(CHAPELS AND TRAINING CENTER) TO MAINTENANCE GARAGE, 

VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-J-36 VIEW OF REAR LANDSCAPE BEHING KITCHEN AND COMMISSARY 

(CHAPELS AND TRAINING CENTER) LOOKING TOWARDS INFIRMARY, 

VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-37 VIEW OF REAR LANDSCAPE TO THE WEST OF THE INFIRMARY, VIEW 

FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-38 VIEW OF REAR LANDSCAPE TO THE SOUTHEAST OF KITCHEN AND 

COMMISSARY (CHAPELS AND TRAINING CENTER), VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 
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CA-2400-J-39 STREET CONNECTING COTTAGES, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-40 STREETSCAPE CONNECTING MAINTENANCE GARAGE TO OF 

KITCHEN AND COMMISSARY (CHAPELS AND TRAINING CENTER), 

VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-J-41 STREET TO THE SOUTH OF MAINTENANCE BUILDING/POWERHOUSE, 

VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-J-42 VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-J-43 LANDSCAOE TO THE NORTH OF THE PROGRAM CENTER AND TYLER 

COTTAGE, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-J-44 LANDSCAPE TO THE NORTH OF THE PROGRAM CENTER, VIEW 

FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-45 STREETSCAPE CONNECTING COTTAGES, VIEW FACING NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-46 STREETSCAPE CONNECTING COTTAGES, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-47 STREETSCAPE CONNECTING COTTAGES, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-48 STREETSCAPE CONNECTING COTTAGES, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-49 STREETSCAPE FROM CHAPELS TO KITCHEN AND COMMISSARY 

(CHAPELS AND TRAINING CENTER), VIEW FACING SOUTH WEST 

CA-2400-J-50 GENERAL VIEW ALONG EASTERN PROPERTY LINE, VIEW FACING 

SOUTH 

CA-2400-J-51 STREETSCAPE IN FRONT OF TYLER COTTAGE, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-52 STREETSCAPE, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-53 LANSCAPE TO EAST OF AUDITORIUM, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-J-54 SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE REAR YARD, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-J-55 SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE REAR YARD VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-J-56 SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE REAR YARD VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-57 LANDSCAPE TO THE SOUTHEAST OF THE ADMINISTRATION 

BUILDING, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-58 SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE FRONT YARD, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-J-59 LANDSCAPE TO THE SOUTHEAST OF THE ADMINISTRATION 

BUILDING, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-J-60 SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE FRONT YARD, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHWEST 
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FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE 

 

Location:   The Fred C. Nelles School is located at 11850 Whittier Boulevard, 

Whittier, California.  The Superintendent’s Residence (“Residence”) is 

located at 33.977237, -118.049160, positioned near the east boundary of 

the complex. The Residence is located outside the security fence, situated 

on a circular driveway south of the Administration building.      

Present Use:   The Residence is unoccupied. 

Significance:   The Residence is one of the eight contributing buildings remaining on the 

Nelles School site. It was one of the several buildings added to the 

complex during Fred C. Nelles’ tenure as superintendent to improve the 

school and fulfill the ideal of a ‘Cottage system’ for the school. This 

Residence was Nelles’ home on the Whittier State School site after it was 

constructed, as it was a requirement of the position to remain on site.  It 

holds significance as the home of Nelles, a figure of local and statewide 

importance, during the time period of his involvement with the school, 

however it is architecturally significant as well.  The Tudor revival and 

Arts and Crafts features express the ideals of Nelles’ cottage system, 

where small scale housing and common spaces were meant to inspire a 

sense of ‘family’ and community among the young wards.  The elaborate 

and picturesque Residence provided a setting for Fred C. Nelles to be the 

emissary between the wards of the facility and Whittier community.   

Part I.  Historical Information 

A.   Physical History: 

1.  Date of erection:  Residence was constructed between 1919 and 1920.   

2. Architects: The Residence was designed in 1919 by George McDougall who 

served as California State Architect from 1913-1938. McDougall was employed 

by the California Department of public works, Division of Architecture and 

designed several of buildings at the school during Nelles’ tenure as 

Superintendent.  

3.  Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses:  The building was designed 

to be the Superintendent’s Residence. The Superintendent was required to live on 

the grounds to fulfill the position’s leadership role and respond to emergencies.  

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers:  The Residence was constructed by the Division 

of Architecture at the State of California Department of Public Works. 

5. Original plans and construction:  The two-story Residence has an irregular 

shaped plan containing the following rooms: vestibule, stair hall, rear hall, study, 
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dining room, living room, kitchen, six bedrooms, four bathrooms, basement, 

enclosed porch, laundry, garage, and an open porch. The original set of plans 

approved by George McDougall on December 15, 1919 contains seventeen sheets 

detailing the foundation plan, roof framing plan, first and second-floor plans, 

elevations, architectural details, plot plan, and first and second-floor plumbing, 

heating, and electrical diagrams. The floors were oak with wood baseboards 

throughout the Residence, with the exception of the marble stair hall, marble 

enclosed porch, and tile vestibule. 

6. Alterations and additions:  A shed roof style canopy was added over the 

courtyard along the Residence’s south elevation. The new canopy is supported by 

six wooden posts and wood brackets.     

B.  Historical Context: 

See overall record form for the Nelles School. 

Part II.  Architectural Information 

A.  General Statement: 

1.   Architectural character:  The Residence is a picturesque Tudor revival building 

with Arts and Crafts influences. The Residence is constructed of brick masonry 

laid in one-third running bond, with a combination roof clad in wood shingles. 

Sitting on a cement foundation, the Residence has a partial basement. The 

attached garage and servants’ wing, to the northeast are clad in stucco and a half 

timbered façade. On the entrance or north elevation, the large brick chimneys, 

cross gable, tiered roof and contrast between the main section of the house and the 

garage wing provide a picturesque quality and create the false impression that the 

building was constructed in stages over time.  The central portion of the house is 

two-stories in height, while two small single-story wings extend to the rear, 

creating a U-shaped footprint for this portion of the Residence.   

The first floor originally included an entrance vestibule, which lead into the stair 

hall. The vestibule contains marble floors, a small closet and a half bath beneath 

the stairs.  To the northeast of the vestibule is the rear hall, a small room that 

connected to the attached garage wing of the house which provided a bedroom 

and bathroom for a servant, and access to the garage. The rear stair hall also 

connected to other servant spaces such as the laundry, kitchen and pantry. The 

main part of the house consisted of the living room, with oak floors and a large 

fireplace. The Living Room had double door that opened up to the Dining Room. 

The dining room and living room had large windows and opened onto the patio or 

court in the rear of the house.  The court was framed by the two wings of the 

house, to the south west was a porch complete with marble floors, and the north 

east wing was a bedroom with closet and full bathroom. To the southwest of the 

stair hall was the superintendent’s study. On the second floor of the Residence 

was one master bedroom with dressing room, closet, and bathroom, as well as 
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three more bedrooms and third full bathroom. The original plans for the roof 

indicate the use of slate shingles, but currently the roof is clad in wooden shakes. 

2.  Condition of fabric: Despite being unoccupied for over ten years, the Residence 

appears to be in good condition and does not show any obvious signs of damage 

to materials. 

B.   Description of Exterior: 

1.   Overall dimensions:  The main section of the Residence has overall dimensions 

of approximately 70’ long by 44’ wide. The attached garage and servants’ 

quarters is approximately 36’ long by 19’ wide.   

2.  Foundations: The Residence sits on a reinforced concrete foundation. 

3.  Walls:   The exterior walls consist of a mixture of unreinforced masonry, 

organized in a one-third running bond, and stucco with half timbering common 

for the Tudor style of architecture.  

4.  Structural system, framing:  All exterior brick walls are furred with wood lath, 

while other portions of the Residence are made up of wood framing with cement 

plaster.  

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads:  Originally an open courtyard, the rear 

portion of the Residence has been converted into a covered porch area with the 

addition of a shed roof canopy and six wood posts.  

6. Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:  The Residence contains multiple doorways on a 

variety of its elevations. The primary entrance, located on the north elevation, 

consists of a single doorway with a wood paneled door featuring wrought iron 

hardware. To the left of the main entry, on the half-timbered portion of the 

Residence, is a secondary entrance consisting of a single wood batten, 

partially glazed door, also featuring wrought iron hardware. The attached 

garage features a pair of large wood batten carriage doors with decorative iron 

hardware. On the west elevation there is a single wood batten, partially glazed 

door and a grouping of four wood, fully glazed French doors. The south 

elevation contains multiple doorways, including a centrally located fully 

glazed door, with a decorative stone surround. The decorative stone doorframe 

consists of etchings depicting vertical foliage on either side of the door, and a 

half-circle cartouche engraved with foliage and the year “1920,” the 

Residence’s date of construction. Three groups of fully glazed French doors 

are located on the south elevation around the central court and a fourth set of 

French doors at the end of the Residence’s west wing. Located to the left of 

the stucco clad portion of the Residence’s rear elevation is a single wood 

paneled door with partial glazing.   
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b.  Windows:  Fenestration generally consists of wood-frame multi-pane 

casement windows that are either rectangular or square in shape.  Windows 

are often grouped in pairs or in threes.  The most notable grouping of 

windows is found on the primary (north) elevation, beneath the large forward 

facing gable. The window opening consists of two rows of three casement 

windows, each with a two-over-three divided light pattern. These casement 

windows are topped with small transom windows with a two-over-two divided 

light pattern. These windows provide ample light to the Residence’s vestibule, 

stair hall, and open newel staircase.  

7.  Roof:   

a.  Shape, covering:  The Residence has a combination roof to coincide with its 

irregular footprint and picturesque feel. The primary portion of the 

Residence’s roof is a steep hipped roof that steps down towards the middle. A 

steep flared gross gable protrudes from the center of the Residence. Adding to 

the complexity of the Residence’s roof is the attached garage and servants’ 

quarters which have a cross-gabled roof configuration. The roof is clad in 

wood shingles.  

b.  Cornice, eaves:  The Residence’s roof has overhanging, boxed eaves. While a 

majority of the roofline lacks a cornice, the forward facing gable has both a 

raking and return cornice, while the gable face above the detached garage 

features a decorative raking cornice.   

c.  Chimneys, Dormers, cupolas, towers, clerestories, monitors:  Rising from 

the Residence’s roof, there are two large pill-shaped brick chimneys, each 

capped with three chimney pots. Two dormers protrude from the Residences 

roof on the west side of the north elevation. One dormer is, located above the 

Residence’s primary entrance and features a flat roof, while the other is 

recessed below the Residence’s primary roof.   

C.  Description of Interior: 

1.   Floor plans:  The Residence has an irregular shaped floor plan, combining the U-

shaped plan of the main Residence with the rectangular plan of the attached 

garage and servants’ quarters. The house plan is dominated by the centrally 

located living room and dining room, which open out toward the south onto the 

central court. The other rooms in the Residence include a stair hall, rear hall, five 

bedrooms, three bathrooms, kitchen, enclosed porch, and servant’s quarters, 

including its own bathroom.  The floor plan has not been modified since its 

original construction. 

2.   Stairways:  The Residence has two stairways. The primary stairway is located 

directly adjacent to the vestibule and contains an open newel staircase with an 

open string and balustrade. The newel posts feature decorative acorn shaped wood 

pendants. The second stairway contains a straight run staircase with a 90 degree 

turn near the second floor landing. The second stair case has an open string and 

balustrade with decorative newel posts similar to the main staircase.  
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3.   Flooring:   The original oak flooring can be found throughout the Residence. 

Historic plans show marble flooring in the stair hall, However, the current wood 

flooring appears to be original, suggesting the original flooring plan was changed. 

Tile flooring in the upstairs bathrooms has been replaced as well as the wood 

flooring in the rear hall, which has been covered with newer linoleum. The same 

linoleum has been used in the kitchen as well.   

4: Wall and ceiling finish:  The walls and ceilings throughout the Residence are 

finished in plaster and painted. The walls in the kitchen are clad in painted plaster 

and tile. The stair hall’s plaster walls feature decorative wood framing. 

5.  Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:    A majority of the interior doorways consist of single 

wood paneled doors of various sizes. In addition to the single wood paneled 

doors, there are paired fully glazed French doors connecting the living room 

with the stair hall, dining room, and enclosed porch in the Residence’s west 

wing.   

b.  Windows:  There are two windows in the Residence’s interior spaces. They 

are located on the west wall of the living room, flanking the large brick 

fireplace. The windows consist of wood casements with a three-over-three 

divided light pattern. The casement windows open up to wood built-in 

shelves.  

6. Decorative features and trim:  Decorative features in the Residence include the 

ornamental baseboards and door trim found throughout the Residence. Many of 

the rooms feature decorative crown molding and picture molding common in 

houses from this period. The living room and dining room feature a chair rail 

encircling each room.  The living room is dominated by a large brick fireplace 

along the west wall, decorated with wood trim and a wood mantle. Above the 

fireplace there is decorative wood trim forming a rectangle, flanked by two 

squares. Similar wood paneling is found in the vestibule and the stair hall. 

Additional details include wood built-ins found in the upstairs bedrooms and 

decorative wood cabinets in the kitchen. However, the kitchen cabinets may be a 

later addition because they do not match the historic drawings. 

7.  Hardware:  The majority of the original interior hardware remains in the 

Residence.  The extant doors have brass door knobs.  The windows retain their 

original metal casement latches. Both the kitchen and bathrooms have been 

updated with more modern fixtures.  

8.  Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: HVAC systems have been added to 

the Residence. New floor vents for the heating system and ceiling vents for 

cooling systems can be found throughout the Residence.  
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b. Lighting:  Lighting throughout the Residence has been modernized. The 

kitchen features recessed fluorescent lighting. The second floor landing above 

the main stairwell features new recessed lighting. Light fixtures in the 

bathrooms, enclosed porch and the vestibule have all been replaced.    

D.  Site: 

1.  Historic landscape design:  The Residence also has significant landscaping, a 

variety of trees and bushes and plantings as well as constructed features like a 

fountain, stone benches, and short brick walls.  The historic chronology of the 

road infrastructure adjacent to the Residence and Administration Buildings is 

explained in further detail in the Administration Building form.  Presently the 

Residence is accessed via a large open roadway that leads from the Visitor and 

Administration parking lot in front of the nearby Administration Building. The 

road dead-ends at the west end of the Residence resembling a cul-de-sac, directly 

behind the Administration Building.  Historically this road lead into the property, 

however, in 1965 it was altered into its current appearance.   

A concrete pathway leads from the road to the Residence’s main entrance (the 

orientation of the pathway appears to be original, but the concrete is not, as well 

as the concrete curbs around the perimeter of the front lawn as is depicted in 

historical photographs). Another concrete pathway leads from the road, around 

the attached garage, to the rear of the Residence where it joins a network of 

serpentine circulation paths through the rear landscaped yard (the serpentine paths 

and scored concrete paths appear to be the oldest).  Directly behind the Residence 

is a large grove of trees.  The landscape around the Residence has not been 

maintained; thus the landscape is overgrown and many trees and plants are not 

healthy.   

Historic photographs indicate the landscape surrounding the Residence was 

always lushly planted and some of the large trees in the rear appear to survive 

from the 1920s and 1930s.  The contributing landscape for the Residence includes 

the existing shallow front yard and large rear yard.  It appears the majority of the 

hardscape does not date from the period of initial construction and was added to 

the Residence’s landscape over time.  The features of the shallow front yard 

include the flower bed running along the primary elevation (all of the plantings 

are replacements), grass lawn, trees, concrete pathway to the front door (the 

pathway to the secondary door on the north elevation does not appear original), 

and the concrete pathway into the rear yard northeast of the garage.   

Contributing features of the rear yard include the grass lawn with various mature 

trees, planting bed running along the rear elevation (all of the plantings appear to 

be replaced and were not originally boarded by concrete edging), brownstone 

benches, pathway leading from the side entrance on the east elevation north to the 

side gate near the garage, pathway leading to a fountain, the brownstone fountain, 

and the sloping grade.  The brownstone stone benches and fountain are historic 

fragments of the original 1891 Administration Building. The rear porch cover, 
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large patio area built of square concrete pavers and central tree, and various 

pathways appear to be later improvements.  A historical photograph of the rear 

yard angled northeast towards the rear elevation shows the yard as a grass lawn 

with the pathway to the fountain in the lower left corner.  Another historic 

photograph shows the side yard in-front of the east elevation as a kitchen garden 

with rows of wood trellises and a concrete pathway leading to the rear yard. 

Despite the addition of the circulation paths, the narrow serpentine paths and 

scored concrete paths appear to be older than the patio and concrete that has 

infilled voids.  Historical mature trees in the rear yard may include Canary Island 

Date Palms, Chinese Evergreen Elms, Avocado, and Grapefruit.  The Jacaranda 

and Indian Laurel Fig trees most likely date from the Mid-Century.   

The fountain is located within the western portion of the rear yard at a lower 

grade than the eastern yard.  An east-west pathway with sets of stairs leads to the 

fountain.  The configuration, orientation, and design of the path and fountain 

appear to be original, but the path has been repaved and brick retaining walls 

lining the pathway are later additions.     

2. Outbuildings:  The grounds of the Residence include a detached garage to the 

northeast of the main house. The detached garage exhibits elements of the Tudor 

Revival style similar to the attached garage.  

Part III.  Sources of Information 

A.  Architectural drawings:  (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information)  

Superintendent’s Residence.  Plans.  October 15, 1919. George McDougall, State Architect.  

State of California. Department of Engineering, Sacramento, California. 

Index of Plans and Alterations (California Department of General Services) 

B.  Early views: (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information) 

The north elevation of the Superintendent’s Residence during construction, circa 1919 

(California Department of General Services) 

The south elevation of the Superintendent’s Residence, date unknown (California Department of 

General Services) 

The north elevation of the Superintendent’s Residence, date unknown (California Department of 

General Services) 

The east elevation of the Superintendent’s Residence, date unknown (California Department of 

General Services) 
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The south and east elevations of the Superintendent’s Residence, date unknown (California 

Department of General Services) 

PART V. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: 
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1. Architectural Drawings:  

1. Superintendent’s Residence.  Plans.  October 15, 1919. George McDougall.  State of 

California. Department of Engineering, Sacramento, California. 

  







































 FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

SUPERINTEDENT’S RESIDENCE 

HABS No. CA-2400-C (Page 10) 

 

2. Index to  Plans (California Department of General Services) 
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2. Early Views: 

 

1.  The north elevation of the Superintendent’s Residence during construction, circa 

1919 (California Department of General Services) 
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2.  Rendering of The Superintendent’s Residence, circa 1919 (California Department 

of General Services) 
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3.  The south elevation of the Superintendent’s Residence, date unknown  (California 

Department of General Services) 
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4.  The north elevation of the Superintendent’s Residence, date unknown  (California 

Department of General Services) 
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5.  The east elevation of the Superintendent’s Residence, date unknown (California 

Department of General Services) 
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6. The south and east elevations of the Superintendent’s Residence, date unknown (California 

Department of General Services) 
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FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE 

11850 Whittier Boulevard 

Whittier, Los Angeles County, California 

 

HABS No. CA-2400-C 

INDEX TO BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

Positive Image Photographic Services, Tavo Olmos, Photographer, 2014  

CA-2400-C-1 GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-C-2 GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTH 

CA-2400-C-3 GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST  

CA-2400-C-4 GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST  

CA-2400-C-5 GENERAL VIEW OF WEST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-C-6 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION AND REAR OF ATTACHED 

GARAGE, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-C-7 OVERVIEW OF REAR PORCH AND ENCLOSED PORCH, VIEW FACING 

WEST 

CA-2400-C-8 INTERIOR VIEW OF ENCLOSED PORCH, VIEW FACING THE 

NORTHEAST TOWARD LIVING ROOM AND EXTERIOR PORCH 

CA-2400-C-9 INTERIOR VIEW OF STAIR HALL ADJACENT VESTIBULE, VIEW 

FACING NORTH EAST 

CA-2400-C-10 INTERIOR VIEW OF LIVING AND BRICK FIREPLACE, VIEW TO WEST 

CA-2400-C-11 NTERIOR VIEW OF DINING ROOM, VIEW TO SOUTHWEST TOWARD 

LIVING ROOM 

CA-2400-C-12 INTERIOR VIEW OF REAR HALL, VIEW FACING THE WEST TOWARD 

STAIR HALL.  

CA-2400-C-13 INTERIOR VIEW AT THE TOP OF THE MAIN STAIRCASE, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

A-2400-C-14 INTERIOR VIEW AT THE TOP OF THE MAIN STAIRCASE, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-C-15 INTERIOR VIEW AT THE TOP OF THE MAIN STAIRCASE, VIEW FACING 

NORTH 

CA-2400-C-16 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE DRESSING ROOM AND BATHROOM #4 ON 

THE SECOND FLOOR, VIEW TO EAST 

CA-2400-C-17 INTERIOR VIEW OF UPSTAIRS BEDROOM #4, VIEW TO SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-C-18 INTERIOR VIEW OF UPSTAIRS BEDROOM #4, VIEW TO NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-C-19 INTERIOR VIEW OF UPSTAIRS BATHROOM #3, VIEW TO EAST 

CA-2400-C-20 INTERIOR VIEW OF UPSTAIRS BEDROOM #6, VIEW TO SOUTHWEST 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

ASSEMBLY (AUDITORIUM) BUILDING 

 

Location:   The Assembly (Auditorium) Building is located at 33.977463, -

118.050541.  The Assembly (Auditorium) Building sits in the center of the 

northern portion of the campus, along the main entrance road southwest of 

the facility’s main gate.    

Present Use:   The Assembly (Auditorium) Building is unoccupied. 

Significance:   The Assembly (Auditorium) Building is one of the eight contributing 

buildings remaining on the Nelles School site. It was one of the several 

buildings added to the complex during or just following Fred C. Nelles’ 

tenure as superintendent (1912 to 1927) to improve the school and fulfill 

his ideal of a ”cottage system.“  As the goal of the cottage system was to 

inspire community and a sense of ”family” among the wards, the main 

community space for the wards would have figured prominently in their 

experience of the institution. The Assembly (Auditorium) Building was an 

important facet of that sense of community, and its small proportions and 

references to ecclesiastical architecture reinforce a connection to historic 

community centers.      

Part I.  Historical Information 

A.   Physical History: 

1.  Date of erection:  Constructed in 1923, the architect of record is George 

McDougall who was the State Architect of the Division of Architecture for the 

State of California Department of Public Works. McDougall built several of the 

buildings on the Nelles site during this period including the Assistant 

Superintendent’s Residence and Superintendent’s Residence.   

2. Architects:  The Assembly (Auditorium) Building was designed by George 

McDougall who served as California State Architect from 1913 to 1938. 

McDougall was the architect of several buildings on the Nelles Site during the 

duration of Nelles tenure; his extant buildings on the site are the Assistant 

Superintendent’s Residence and Superintendent’s Residence.  

3.  Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses:  The building was designed 

as an assembly hall.  

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers:  The Assembly (Auditorium) Building was 

constructed by the Division of Architecture at the State of California Department 

of Public Works. 
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5. Original plans and construction: The Assembly (Auditorium) Building was 

constructed as an addition to the south elevation of an existing one-story building. 

As originally completed, the entire building, Assembly (Auditorium) Building 

and the one-story building had an irregular L-shaped plan.  It is unknown when 

the one-story building was constructed as the 1923 plans for the Assembly 

(Auditorium) Building note the one-story building was an “existing building.”  As 

originally constructed the Assembly (Auditorium) Building had a rectangular 

plan.  Near the front (east) entrance of the Assembly (Auditorium) Building were 

spaces for an entry, foyer, coat room, men’s and women’s rooms, and auxiliary 

fan room.  The majority of the building was an open auditorium with a balcony.  

Within the balcony were two rooms for the project or motor.  At the front (west) 

of the building were areas for the stage, toilet room, and dressing room.  Along 

the side (north) wall was an entrance into the one-story building and an entrance 

into the conical tower that lead to the balcony.  

6. Alterations and additions: Since its original construction, the Assembly 

(Auditorium) Building (Chapel) was extensively rehabilitated in 1952, 1954, 

1963, and 1966 and these four campaigns of alterations are documented in 

historical plans.  The most dramatic alterations to the building occurred during the 

1952 structural retrofit and rehabilitation to the Assembly (Auditorium) Building.  

To make space for new one-story classroom buildings to the north of the building, 

the one-story building on attached to the Assembly (Auditorium) Building’s north 

elevation was removed.  Because of this the one-and-a-half story conical stair 

tower was removed and replaced with a new stairway with a rectangular footprint 

and steeply pitched side-gable roof.  The structural retrofit of the building 

including the resurfacing of the brick exterior with gunite and some areas of first 

course of exterior brick was removed and replaced with reinforced gunite, 

buttresses were added to the side elevations, all of the window dormers on the 

side elevations were removed and the roof was patched to match the existing, the 

windows on the side elevations were shortened and replaced with smaller 

windows, the window lintels were removed and replaced with gunite, louvre vents 

were added on primary and rear elevations, and corbeled brick and stone quoins 

were replaced with gunite.  Interior alterations included the replacement of the 

entry floor was with a new concrete slab, the removal of brick walls in the 

entrance area and replacement with new stud walls, the reconfiguration of the 

proscenium arch, insertion of a platform ceiling within the stage area, and the 

reconfiguration of the projection and motor rooms.  

During the 1950s many improvements were made to the interior.  In 1954, 

blackout drapery was installed over eight windows.  Nine years later, the walls 

were covered with epoxy paint, and the stage floor was reconditioned in 1963.  

Soon after in 1965 plans document the installation of a suspended ceiling over the 

main auditorium area (the suspended ceiling has since been removed), the interior 

was repainted a variety of colors, a roll-up screen for the stage was installed, and 

the toilet rooms at the front of the auditorium were reconfigured into offices.  

Approximately 400 theater seats were replaced with and auditorium floor was 
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replaced in 1966.  That same year the stage flooring was replaced and the wood 

box seat were removed.    

Based upon physical examination and the comparison of historical drawings and 

plans to current conditions there are other undocumented alterations.  The exterior 

doors appear to be later replacements and detract from the exterior integrity.  

Interior modifications include the vinyl tile floor covering in the Assembly 

(Auditorium) Building, extensive interior repainting, and the electrical utilities 

and lighting have been updated.  The overall integrity of the Assembly 

(Auditorium) Building is fair.  The Assembly (Auditorium) Building does not 

retain integrity of design, workmanship, and materials.  Furthermore, the 

Assembly (Auditorium) Building does not retain feeling and association because 

the Assembly (Auditorium) Building was once a chapel and has lost its side wing.  

The immediate setting has been altered by the construction of classroom buildings 

during the 1950s.  The Assembly (Auditorium) Building only retains integrity of 

location. 

Part II.  Architectural Information 

A.  General Statement: 

1.   Architectural character:  The tall one-story Assembly (Auditorium) 

Building shows influence of the Tudor revival style, as well as the Mediterranean 

revival style. The steeply pitched front gable roof is clad in red barrel tile, and its 

shape and massing eco the Administration, Old Infirmary and Chapels Buildings, 

situated nearby on the Nelles campus. The building has a small side-gabled 

project on the north elevation that houses an interior stairway to the balcony level 

and is non-original.   The Assembly (Auditorium) Building rests on a poured 

concrete foundation, without a basement and was originally constructed of 

unreinforced brick masonry.  During the 1950s the building was structurally 

retrofit with gunite and concrete buttresses built between the window bays of the 

north and south side elevations.  The exterior of the Assembly (Auditorium) 

Building has been covered with gunite in 1952 as part of a structural retrofit 

campaign.  

The plan of the Assembly (Auditorium) Building mimics ecclesiastical 

architecture, and it was sometimes referred to as the main chapel assembly 

building. The steeply pitched gable roof and side entrance tower were arts and 

crafts inspired features, and are also references to English country chapels. On the 

front façade, the gothic tracery of the vent, the round arch over the central 

entrance doors, and the stone quoins around the doorway (now removed) are 

reminiscent of the architecture of Christian churches in Europe.  These features 

reference its status as a meeting place for community activities within the Nelles 

complex.      
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The entrance into the Assembly (Auditorium) Building is located on the primary 

(east) elevation and features a slightly-projecting center front gable which 

contains a deeply recessed arch entryway (alteration) with a pair of contemporary 

metal doors.  The unornamented archway is flanked by small one-over-one fixed 

wood sash windows glazed with wire glass (alterations, the windows have been 

replaced and the lintels removed). High above the arched entryway is a small 

deeply-recessed roundel opening with tracery inspired by tracery in Gothic 

architecture and at the peak of gable is small horizontal-slat vent (alteration, non-

original).  

The north (side) elevation features three steel-frame multi-light fixed and awning 

windows separated by concrete buttresses, while the south (side) elevation 

features five steel-frame multi-light fixed and awning windows also separated by 

concrete buttresses. To the far east of the north elevation is the side-gabled 

projection (alteration, non-original) that features a contemporary metal door on its 

east (front-facing) elevation and two small, recessed, non-original, wood-sash 

windows on its north elevation.  To the direct east of the gabled projection on the 

north elevation is a wood-sash window.  The west end of the south (side) 

elevation has two recessed entries with contemporary doors. 

The rear (west) elevation is mostly plain with two small deep-set windows on its 

right (south) side. There are also several vents along this elevation, including a 

large vent near the gable peak. At this elevation, the basement level is accessed by 

a below-grade walkway with concrete stairs. 

The interior of the Assembly (Auditorium) Building includes the entrance foyer, 

the main Assembly (Auditorium) Building hall, stage, and two dressing rooms.  

The floor of the Assembly (Auditorium) Building hall is raked or slanted towards 

the stage platform on the southwest end of the building and is covered in non-

original vinyl floor tiles. The Assembly (Auditorium) Building hall has exposed 

steel truss-work supporting the roof, which gives the room a similar in appearance 

to the gymnasium.  Rows of non-original wood-and-metal folding seats line the 

auditorium floor.  The central space of the Assembly (Auditorium) Building is 

mostly utilitarian in appearance, lit with windows (alterations) on both the 

northwest and southeast walls. The stage, on the southwest end of the building is 

framed by rectangular opening which creates the performance space.   

2.  Condition of fabric: The Assembly (Auditorium) Building appears to be in 

overall good condition despite the alterations described in the alterations and 

additions section above. 

B.   Description of Exterior: 

1.   Overall dimensions:  The Assembly (Auditorium) Building is primarily 

rectangular in plan with overall dimensions of approximately 110 feet long by 48 

feet wide.   
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2.  Foundations:  The Assembly (Auditorium) Building sits on a concrete 

foundation. 

3.  Walls:   The exterior walls are unreinforced brick masonry wall structure with 

cast-in-place concrete buttresses along the north and south elevations.  During the 

1950s the existing walls were retrofit with new structural gunite applied to the 

exterior of all elevations and the out course of brick was removed.    

4.  Structural system, framing:  The building’s gravity system consists of wood 

beams over long span steel trusses; the trusses are supported on concrete pilasters 

located within the brick unreinforced masonry walls.  At the east and west end of 

the building, framing bears directly on the unreinforced masonry walls. The 

building’s lateral system consists of straight 1x wood roof sheathing acting as the 

diaphragm spanning between the exterior concrete and brick unreinforced 

masonry shear walls to resist lateral loads. 

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads:  There are no exterior porches, stoops, 

balconies, or bulkheads.  There is an interior balcony. 

6. Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:  It appears that all of the exterior doors have been 

replaced with contemporary flat panel doors.  The primary entrance into the 

Assembly (Auditorium) Building centered on the east elevation is located 

within a plain, deeply recessed archway that was modified during the 1950s 

structural retrofit.  All of the other doorways on the secondary entrances set 

within slightly recessed openings without frames.  There is one door on the 

east elevation of the side-gabled projection, two single doors and one double 

door on the south (side) elevation, two sets of double doors on the north 

elevation, a double door on the rear (west) elevation.   

b.  Windows:  Located on the primary (east) elevation of the Assembly 

(Auditorium) Building are four small one-over-one fixed wood sash windows 

glazed with wire glass (non-original) recessed within the wall plane.  There 

are two small, slightly recessed wood-sash windows on the north elevation of 

the side-gabled projection and just east of the side-gabled projection is another 

slightly recessed wood-sash window.  To the direct east of the gabled 

projection on the north elevation is a wood-sash  window.  The west end of 

the south (side) elevation has two recessed entries with contemporary doors. 

There are three steel-frame multi-light fixed and awning windows on the north 

(side) elevation and five steel-frame multi-light fixed and awning windows on 

the (south) elevation all of which are recessed within the walls.   

7.  Roof:   

a.  Shape, covering:  The roof is a steeply pitched front facing gable clad in red 

barrel tile.   
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C.  Description of Interior: 

1.   Floor plans: The Assembly (Auditorium) Building has an overall rectangular 

plan with an open, double height interior and balcony.  The first space entered from 

the primary (east) elevation is a small, almost square entry room.  The double doors 

of the entry room open into the main auditorium space where the floor has a gradual 

rake leading to the stage area.  On either side of the entry are two private offices with 

restrooms and a fan room.  Above the entry and private offices located along the east 

wall is the balcony that formerly housed the projection room.  The west wall of the 

auditorium features the raised stage and within this stage area are two private dressing 

rooms.  Underneath the stage is a basement.   

2.   Stairways:  Within the stage area, there is one concrete stairway leading to a 

dressing room located near the southwest corner and another concrete stairway 

near the northwest corner leading to the raised stage.  There are two short sets of 

wood stairs flanking the raised stage.  

3.   Flooring:   The interior floors of the auditorium area appear to be covered with 

non-original square vinyl tiles and the stage is covered with wood floor boards 

replaced in 1966.  The entry room has a single row of tiles forming the 

baseboards. 

4: Wall and ceiling finish:  All of the interior walls are covered with painted 

smooth plaster.  The ceiling is covered with painted wood boards. 

5.  Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:   The entry doors opening into from the main 

auditorium space are painted, oak paneled doors with six glazed lights above 

and decorative wrought-iron push plates.  The doors flanking the proscenium 

are painted oak batten doors with two wrought-iron decorative straps and a 

wrought-iron door handle.  Both doors are recessed within the wall.  The other 

original interior doors are painted oak paneled doors.  All of the interior doors 

are inset within simple wood frame.   

b.  Windows:  Within the main auditorium space the room is flooded with light 

from the five steel-frame multi-light fixed and awning windows on the south 

wall and the three steel-frame multi-light fixed and awning windows on the 

north wall.  All eight windows are without frames and are deeply recessed into 

the interior walls.  The other windows in the secondary spaces consist of one-

over-one fixed wood sash windows glazed with wire glass (non-original) and 

small wood sash windows, which are all without interior frames. 

6. Decorative features and trim:  Flanking the proscenium located about mid-

height on the west wall are two wrought iron grilles, which are the only extant 

decorative features of the stripped, utilitarian auditorium space.   
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7.  Hardware:  The entry double doors have wrought-iron push plates.  Both doors 

flanking the proscenium have wrought-iron straps and a door handle.  Some of the 

simple panel doors appear to have brass door knobs.  The doors appear to retain 

their original hinges. 

8.  Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: HVAC systems for the building are 

not operable. 

b. Lighting:  There is no original lighting within the building. 

D.  Site: 

1.  Historic landscape design:  The Assembly (Auditorium) Building is set-back 

behind a grass lawn in the shape of a triangle created by the intersection of two 

historical roads.  The Assembly (Auditorium) Building retains its historical 

relationship to the roads and open landscape.  From the analysis of historical 

aerials it appears that the Assembly (Auditorium) Building retains two concrete 

pathways: an east-west pathway leading from the primary entrance to the street 

and a portion of north-south pathway (the northern portion of the pathway was 

removed when the new improvements were constructed).  The sidewalks along 

the perimeter do not appear to be original, as well as the various trees scattered 

around.  Historically the east side of the block was lined with Palm Trees, which 

are no longer extant.  The landscape immediately adjacent to the Assembly 

(Auditorium) Building was disrupted by the construction of the classroom 

buildings to the immediate north, west, and south between 1958 and 1962.  At the 

time the conical tower and one-story wing was removed in 1952 flower beds were 

improved along the side (north and south) elevations of the Assembly 

(Auditorium) Building.   

2. Outbuildings:  None. 

Part III.  Sources of Information 

A.  Architectural drawings:  (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information)  

Assembly Building.  Plans.  April 10, 1923. George McDougall, State Ar.  State of California. 

Department of Engineering, Sacramento, California (California Department of General 

Services). 

Rehabilitation of Main Chapel Auditorium.  Plans.  December 9, 1952. State of California. 

Department of Public Works, Sacramento, California (California Department of General 

Services).. 
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Auditorium Black-Out Drapes.  Plans.  March 16, 1954.  State of California. Department of 

Department of Public Works, Sacramento, California (California Department of General 

Services).. 

Rehabilitate Auditorium. Plans. November 29, 1963. W. Wolf, Architect. State of California. 

Department of Department of Public Works, Sacramento, California (California Department of 

General Services). 

Rehabilitation of Auditorium, Phase I.  Plans.  October 21, 1965.  A.L. Kilts, Designer. State of 

California. Department of General Services. Office of Architecture and Construction, 

Sacramento, California (California Department of General Services). 

Rehabilitation of Auditorium, Phase II.  Plans.  July 14, 1966. A.L. Kilts, Designer.  State of 

California. Department of General Services. Office of Architecture and Construction, 

Sacramento, California (California Department of General Services). 

Index of Plans (California Department of General Services) 

B.  Early views: (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information) 

Primary Elevation of Auditorium, Date Unknown, But Taken Prior to Removal of the North 

Wing in 1952  (California Department of General Services) 

Primary Elevation of Auditorium, Date Unknown, But Taken Prior to Removal of the North 

Wing in 1952  (California Department of General Services) 

Interior of Auditorium, Circa Mid-1920s  (California Department of General Services) 

D.  Bibliography: See overall record 

  



 FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

ASSEMBLY (AUDITORIUM) BUILDING 

HABS No. CA-2400-D (Page 9) 

 

PART V. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: 

1. Architectural Drawings:  

1. Assembly Building.  Plans.  April 10, 1923. George McDougall, State Ar.  State of 

California. Department of Engineering, Sacramento, California (California 

Department of General Services). 
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2. Rehabilitation of Main Chapel Auditorium.  Plans.  December 9, 1952. State of 

California. Department of Public Works, Sacramento, California (California 

Department of General Services).. 
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3. Auditorium Black-Out Drapes.  Plans.  March 16, 1954.  State of California. 

Department of Department of Public Works, Sacramento, California (California 

Department of General Services).. 
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4. Rehabilitate Auditorium. Plans. November 29, 1963. W. Wolf, Architect. State of 

California. Department of Department of Public Works, Sacramento, California 

(California Department of General Services). 
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5. Rehabilitation of Auditorium, Phase I.  Plans.  October 21, 1965.  A.L. Kilts, 

Designer. State of California. Department of General Services. Office of 

Architecture and Construction, Sacramento, California (California Department of 

General Services). 
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6. Rehabilitation of Auditorium, Phase II.  Plans.  July 14, 1966. A.L. Kilts, Designer.  

State of California. Department of General Services. Office of Architecture and 

Construction, Sacramento, California (California Department of General Services). 
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7. Index of Plans (California Department of General Services) 
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2. Historic Photographs and Architectural Renderings: 

 

1. Primary Elevation of Auditorium, Date Unknown, But Taken Prior to Removal of 

the North Wing in 1952  (California Department of General Services) 
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2. Primary Elevation of Auditorium, Date Unknown, But Taken Prior to Removal of 

the North Wing in 1952  (California Department of General Services) 
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3. Interior of Auditorium, Circa Mid-1920s  (California Department of General 

Services) 
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INDEX TO BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

Positive Image Photographic Services, Tavo Olmos, Photographer, 2014 

CA-2400-D-1  GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (EAST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-D-2  GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (EAST) ELEVATION AND SIDE (NORTH) 

ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-D-3  GENERAL VIEW OF SIDE (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-D-4   GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (WEST) ELEVATION AND SIDE (SOUTH) 

ELEVATION, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-D-5   GENERAL VIEW OF SIDE (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-D-6   GENERAL VIEW OF SIDE (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-D-7  GENERAL VIEW OF SIDE (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-D-8  GENERAL VIEW OF SIDE (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-D-9  GENERAL VIEW OF STAGE, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-D-10  GENERAL VIEW OF AUDITOIUM SEATING, VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-D-11  GENERAL VIEW OF AUDITOIUM SEATING AND STAGE, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-D-12  GENERAL VIEW OF AUDITOIUM SEATING AND STAGE, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 
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Location:   The Assistant Superintendent’s Residence is located at 33.977454, -

118.052421.  The Assistant Superintendent’s Residence sits outside the 

facility’s security fence in the northwestern corner of the property, south 

of the football field.  It is situated along a narrow roadway that once 

provided access to the outside of the facility to Sorenson Avenue.    

Present Use:   The Assistant Superintendent’s Residence is unoccupied. 

Significance:   The Assistant Superintendent’s Residence is one of the eight contributing 

buildings remaining on the Nelles School site.  It was one of the several 

buildings added to the complex during Fred C. Nelles’ tenure as 

superintendent to improve the school and fulfill the ideal of a ‘Residence 

system’ for the school.  Additionally, the Assistant Superintendent’s 

Residence is an example of the use of architectural style to express the 

hierarchy within the administration of the Nelles School.  It was a position 

requirement for the Assistant Superintendent to live on the premises of the 

school, and this Residence allowed them to fulfill that.  The Assistant 

Superintendent’s Residence was meant to eventually be surrounded by 

several residences of the same shape, size, and layout, however, those 

were never built, as indicated on the original plot plan. 

Part I.  Historical Information 

A.   Physical History: 

1.  Date of erection:  The Assistant Superintendent’s Residence was constructed in 

1926.   

2. Architects:  The Assistant Superintendent’s Residence was designed in 1926 by 

George McDougall who served as California State Architect from 1913 to 1938. 

McDougall was the architect of several buildings on the Nelles site during the 

tenure of Fred C. Nelles.  

3.  Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses:  The building was designed 

to be the Assistant Superintendent’s Residence who was required to live on 

grounds to fulfill their leadership role and in case of emergencies.  

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers:  The Assistant Superintendent’s Residence was 

constructed by the Division of Architecture at the State of California Department 

of Public Works. 

5. Original plans and construction:  Originally the one-story Assistant 

Superintendent’s Residence had an L-shaped plan containing the following 
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rooms: entry, dining room, living room, kitchen, three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 

basement, sleeping porch, rear enclosed laundry/kitchen porch, and an open 

porch. The original set of plans approved by George McDougall on July 26, 1926 

contain six sheets detailing the foundation plan, first floor plan, elevations, 

architectural details, plot plan, and plumbing, heating and electrical diagram.  The 

floors were oak with wood baseboards throughout the residence with the 

exception of the kitchen, one of the bedrooms, and two of the porches were pine.  

In front of the enclosed entry covered with 8” x 8” red tile floors was a brick 

terrace.  The original plot plan indicated the Assistant Superintendent’s residence 

would eventually become part of a larger grouping of cottages with similar plans.  

6. Alterations and additions:   

Exterior alterations include the enclosure of the two large porch openings in the 

southwest corner of the residence and the addition of a pergola on the primary 

elevation.  The Residence now has asphalt shingles, which likely replaced red 

flagg tiles like the ones on the Administration building.  Also, there is a boarded-

over window on the north elevation that accommodates a large air conditioning 

unit, as well as window and door (rear) replacements.  As the original plans 

indicated the roofing was laid in irregular courses.  Interior alterations include the 

installation of carpeting and vinyl floor coverings and the kitchen has been 

remodeled.  The sun porch along the east elevation has been altered with a closet 

addition.  Updates to the Assistant Superintendent’s Residence include the 

utilities and lighting throughout the residence. Later alterations to the site have 

separated the School grounds from the Assistant Superintendent’s Residence by 

the School’s security fence.  There is a detached two-car garage situated behind 

the residence, which was added sometime after the 1930s.  The overall integrity 

rating of the Assistant Superintendent’s Residence is good and retains integrity of 

location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.   

B.  Historical Context: 

See overall record form for the Nelles School. 

Part II.  Architectural Information 

A.  General Statement: 

1.   Architectural character:  The vernacular French Eclectic style Assistant 

Superintendent’s Residence is a single-story with an L-shape plan constructed of 

wood-frame sheathed with stucco.  The residence is covered by an asymmetrical 

cross-hip roof with shallow eaves covered in non-original asphalt shingles.  At the 

roof peaks are triangular louvre screening roof vents.  A small stucco-clad 

chimney rises from the primary ridgeline.  In general, fenestration consists of 

wood-frame multi-pane casement windows that are either rectangular or square in 

shape. 
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 The primary (west) elevation is dominated by a wide hipped-roof bay that extends 

outward from the primary hipped-roof.  The southwest corner of the bay has an 

exterior wall that slants out to the south.  This bay features an enclosed porch with 

large arched openings infilled (alteration) with fixed wood-frame multi-pane 

windows and wood-frame multi-light French doors.  The west and south 

elevations of this bay have wood-frame multi-light casement windows framed by 

tall wood lintels and narrow wood sills.  A small room originally functioning as 

the servant’s quarters extends out from the south elevation. 

 The northern half of the west elevation features a wide arched rustic wood door 

with decorative wrought iron strap hinges, wrought iron door handle, and a small 

four-light zinc came window.  The entry is sheltered slightly by an eyebrow roof 

dormer and opens out onto a brick terrace.  Windows on this portion of the 

exterior wall groups of three multi-light wood-sash casement windows with 

narrow wood surrounds and narrow wood sills, the first northern grouping are 

square and the southern grouping are rectangular (however, the middle window 

was replaced with a single light).   

 The east (rear) elevation features four sets of paired multi-light wood-sash 

casement windows with narrow wood sills, in addition to a rear entry with a wood 

door (alteration, replacement) opening onto a concrete patio. There are also two 

small wood-sash casement windows. The north (side) elevation features three 

groupings of square wood-frame multi-light casement windows below the 

roofline.  An window mount air-conditioning unit has been inserted into one of 

the windows in the western window grouping. 

 A single-bay detached garage building is located near the Assistant 

Superintendent’s Residence to the southeast.  It has a square plan, a gabled roof 

with asphalt shingles, sheathed with board and batten wood siding, and a 

horizontal wood-board garage door. 

 The landscape around the Assistant Superintendent’s Residence has not been 

maintained; thus the landscape is overgrown and many trees and plants are not 

healthy.  A non-original pergola structure is located over a concrete patio along 

the north end of the west elevation, but only its metal posts and some wood 

framing remain.  A concrete pathway leads to the primary entrance of the 

residence and to the pergola area and another pathway consisting of irregular 

shaped pavers leads to a concrete side patio in front of the south elevation.  This 

side patio has remnants of two circular brick planters and an outdoor brick 

fireplace/outdoor cooking area.  The rear yard also has another small rectangular 

shaped concrete patio.  To Assistant Superintendent’s Residence is surrounded by 

an expansive unbuilt area to its north and west with an open lawn and mature 

trees. 

 The entryway of the Assistant Superintendent’s Residence has a red tile floor, 

closet space and opens onto the Living Room, the largest space in the residence. 
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The living room opens to the porch and dining room on the south, and into the 

hall to the north. The hall connects two bedrooms, a bathroom, and the kitchen. 

Beyond the two bedrooms was a sleeping porch. In the rear eastern corner of the 

house is the kitchen, small screened in porch, broom closet and set of stairs 

leading to the half basement.  An additional bedroom with bath and closet extends 

from the south elevation; based on the architects intention to use pine flooring, in 

contrast to the remainder of the house had oak flooring, this space was likely 

intended for a live-in servant.  

2.  Condition of fabric:  Despite being unoccupied for over ten years, the 

Superintendent’s Residence appears to be in good condition and does not show 

any obvious signs of damage to materials. 

B.   Description of Exterior: 

1.   Overall dimensions:  The Assistant Superintendent’s Residence has overall 

dimensions of approximately 67’6” long x 33’10” wide.   

2.  Foundations:  The Assistant Superintendent’s Residence sits on a reinforced 

concrete foundation. 

3.  Walls:   The exterior walls are wood-frame covered with painted cement plaster.  

4.  Structural system, framing:  Wood-frame walls and reinforced concrete 

foundation.   

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads:  There are three concrete patios in front 

of the primary (west), side (south), and rear (east) elevation.  The primary 

entrance opens onto a raised decorative brick terrace. 

6. Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:  There are approximately three entrances into the 

residence.  The primary entrance is located on the east elevation and inset 

within an arched opening.  The door is a wide, arched rustic wood door 

featuring decorative wrought iron strap hinges, a wrought iron door handle, 

and one zinc came four-light window.  The primary entrance is sheltered 

slightly by an eyebrow roof dormer and opens out onto a brick terrace.  There 

is another entrance on the south elevation of the enclosed sun porch that 

consists of a wood-frame multi-light door flanked by wood multi-light side 

lights (alteration, this door was added later at an unknown date when the open 

porch was enclosed).  Finally, there is a rear door located on the rear (east) 

elevation that features a wood door with a single-light (alteration, 

replacement). 

b.  Windows:  Fenestration generally consists of wood-frame multi-pane 

casement windows that are either rectangular or square in shape.  Windows 

are often grouped in pairs or in threes.  In some instances, windows have been 
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altered: window on the side (north) elevation replaced with AC window unit 

and a middle window in a grouping of three on primary (west) elevation 

replaced with single-pane window. 

7.  Roof:   

a.  Shape, covering:  The roof is an asymmetrical cross hip-roof cross-hip roof 

with shallow eaves covered in non-original asphalt shingles.  At the roof 

peaks are triangular louvre screening roof vents.  A small stucco-clad chimney 

rises from the primary ridgeline. 

C.  Description of Interior: 

1.   Floor plans:  The floor plan is an overall rectangular, but the servant’s quarters 

located on the south elevation modified the rectangular plan to an L-shape.  The 

house plan is anchored by the living room from which all the other rooms are 

accessed from this central point.  The other rooms in the residence include a 

dining room, a hall, two bedrooms, a bathroom, sleeping porch, kitchen, enclosed 

porch, and servant’s quarters with bathroom.  The floor plan has not been 

modified since its original construction. 

2.   Stairways:  None.  

3.   Flooring:   The original flooring materials have been replaced with carpet in the 

living room, dining room and bedrooms; vinyl flooring in the kitchen and 

enclosed sun porch; and tiled in the bathrooms.  Originally the floors throughout 

the residence were oak with wood baseboards throughout the residence with the 

exception of the kitchen, one of the bedrooms, and two of the porches were pine.  

The majority of the flooring in the interior of the residence has been replaced with 

the exception of the servant’s quarters and the covered sleeping porch both 

finished in pine.  However, the rooms appear to retain the original tall, wood 

baseboards.   

4: Wall and ceiling finish:  The walls and ceilings throughout the residence are 

finished in plaster and painted.  The south wall of the sleeping porch is covered 

with painted wood vertical boards.  The bathroom walls are tiled.  The dining 

room is wall-papered in a floral pattern with a burgundy background. 

5.  Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:    In general the doors throughout the house are single 

and multi-paneled wood doors with wood frames.  There are two sets of 

double French doors that open onto the sleeping porch from the bedrooms.  

Some of the doors have been removed.  

b.  Windows:  As described above, windows are generally consists of wood-

frame multi-pane casement windows that are either rectangular or square in 

shape.  Windows are often grouped in pairs or in threes 
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6. Decorative features and trim:  The interior retains original tall, wood 

baseboards and wood door surrounds.  Located on the east wall of the living room 

is concrete fireplace with a concrete floor to ceiling chimney breast and brick 

hearth. 

7.  Hardware:  The majority of the interior hardware has been removed from doors 

and cabinets.  The extant doors have brass and/or glass door knobs.  The windows 

have metal casement latches with lever handles.   

8.  Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The residence does not have a central 

HVAC system, however, there is a window AC unit located on the north 

elevation.   

b. Lighting:  There is little original interior lighting in the Assistant 

Superintendent’s Residence, as all of the interior lighting fixtures have been 

removed at an unknown date.  Hanging down from the middle of the living 

room ceiling is a pendant light that appears to be from the 1970s era.  A glass 

chandelier that has been removed from an unknown interior location is being 

stored in one of the bedrooms.   

D.  Site: 

1.  Historic landscape design:  Historically the Assistant Superintendent’s residence 

was in the far northwest corner of the property, south of the football field.  In 

front of the residence is a narrow roadway that leads outside of the property to 

Sorenson Avenue.  The roadway runs in-front of the residence and curves around 

the side (south) elevation of the residence where it leads into the main facility.  

On the other-side of the street, to the west of the residence, is undeveloped land.  

As indicated on the original plot plan, the Assistant Superintendent’s Residence 

was meant to eventually be surrounded by several other residences of the same 

shape, size, and layout, however, those were never built.  But, this most likely 

explains the street layout and the undeveloped land west of the residence that was 

meant to be improved with similar style residences in the future.  Historical 

aerials show the property had a green lawn with a central path leading to the 

primary entrance.  To the direct south was a grove of trees. 

The landscape around the Assistant Superintendent’s residence has not been 

maintained, thus the landscape is overgrown and many trees and plants are not 

healthy.  A non-original pergola structure is located over a concrete patio along 

the north end of the west elevation, but only its metal posts and some wood 

framing remain.  A concrete pathway leads to the primary entrance of the 

residence and to the pergola area and another pathway consisting of irregular 

shaped pavers leads to a concrete side patio in front of the south elevation.  This 

side patio has remnants of two circular brick planters and an outdoor brick 

fireplace/outdoor cooking area.  The rear yard also has another small rectangular 
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shaped concrete patio.  To Assistant Superintendent’s Residence is surrounded by 

an expansive unbuilt area to its north and west with an open lawn and mature 

trees. 

2. Outbuildings:  None. 

Part III.  Sources of Information 

A.  Architectural drawings:  (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information)  

Assistant Superintendent’s Residence.  Plans.  July 26, 1926. George McDougall, State 

Architect.  State of California. Department of Engineering, Sacramento, California. (California 

Department of General Services) 

B.  Early views: (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information) 

None Available 

D.  Selected Sources: See overall record. 

  



 FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT’S RESIDENCE 

HABS No. CA-2400-G (Page 8) 

 

PART V. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: 

1. Architectural Drawings:  

1. Assistant Superintendent’s Residence.  Plans.  July 26, 1926. George McDougall, 

State Architect.  State of California. Department of Engineering, Sacramento, 

California. (California Department of General Services) 
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INDEX TO BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

Positive Image Photographic Services, Tavo Olmos, Photographer, 2014 

CA-2400-G-1  GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (WEST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-G-2 GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (WEST) ELEVATION AND PARTIAL VIEW OF SIDE 

(SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-G-3  GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (WEST) ELEVATION AND SIDE (NORTH) 

ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-G-4   GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (WEST) ELEVATION AND SIDE (SOUTH)  

  ELEVATION, VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-G-5   GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (EAST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-G-6   GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (EAST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-G-7  GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (EAST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-G-8   GENERAL VIEW OF SIDE (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-G-9   LIVING ROOM, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-G-10 LIVING ROOM, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-G-11   DINING ROOM, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-G-12   PORCH, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-G-13   SLEEPING PORCH, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-G-14   KITCHEN, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-G-15  BEDROOM, VIEW FACING NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-G-16   BEDROOM, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

 

Location:   The Administration Building is located at 33.977471, -118.049732. It is 

positioned near the east boundary of the complex, outside of the security 

fence, with the front façade facing north and aligned parallel to the 

entrance road into the facility, directly northwest of the Superintendent’s 

Residence. 

Present Use:   The Administration Building is unoccupied. 

Significance:   The Administration Building is one of the eight contributing buildings 

remaining on the Nelles School site. It was one of the several buildings 

added to the complex during or just following Fred C. Nelles’ tenure as 

superintendent, to improve the school and fulfill the ideal of a ‘cottage 

system’ for the school. The Administration building was where new wards 

were admitted to the school, and provided offices for the staff. It served as 

the public face for the institution, as it was a transitional space between the 

‘outside world’ and the secure campus of the correctional facility.  The 

Administration Building is emblematic of the small-scale de-

institutionalized environment that was the goal of the cottage system 

implemented by Fred C. Nelles, which aimed to help provide the young 

wards with a sense of ‘family,’ community, and belonging.  

Part I.  Historical Information 

A.   Physical History: 

1.  Date of erection:  The Administration Building was constructed between 1928 

and 1929.   

2. Architects:  Designed and built by Deputy Chief W.K Daniels of the Division of 

Architecture at the State of California Department of Public Works. Daniels was 

the architect for several of the buildings constructed on the Nelles campus during 

this time period.   

3.  Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses:  The Administration 

Building handled the administrative offices of the Fred C. Nelles School and 

continued to serve its original purpose until 2004 when the school closed.    

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers:  The Administration Building was constructed by 

the Division of Architecture at the State of California Department of Public 

Works. 

5. Original plans and construction:  The original layout of the Administration 

Building included a rectangular plan with a reception room and multiple offices 
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accessed via a central corridor. The main entrance and reception area is located 

slightly offset from the Building’s central axis. Also located near the plan’s 

central axis, toward the rear of the Building, is the superintendent’s office. Other 

rooms off of the central corridor provided office spaces for various uses. A room 

originally identified as a library is located at the western end of the Building.   

6. Alterations and additions:  Since its construction, the majority of the alterations 

made to the Administration building were made to the interior offices and 

hallways.  The greatest changes were the addition of vinyl tile covering the wood 

floors, as well as removable wall board partitions. The original wood doors, 

windows, trim, and moldings remain with good integrity. In 1980, alterations 

were made to the building’s air condition and heating.  The overall integrity of the 

Administration Building is high and retains integrity of location, design, setting, 

materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.   

B.  Historical Context: 

See overall record form for the Nelles School. 

Part II.  Architectural Information 

A.  General Statement: 

1.   Architectural character:  The Administration Building is designed in the Tudor 

revival style with Arts & Crafts inspired details, such as interior light fixtures and 

fireplaces.  The masonry building is laid in English bond brick. The one-and-a-

half-story building has a rectangular plan, with a large cross gable and several 

smaller gables breaking up the long façade. Character defining features of the 

façade include a pointed arch over the recessed entrance way, a bay window, 

cross gable and a large brick chimney. The roof is made of red flag tile. The 

building has a half basement and rests on a concrete foundation and a concrete 

underlayment.   

The new Administration building was built on the same land as the original 

Whittier State School Administration Building. The original cornerstone remains 

on the grounds commemorating the original Romanesque style structure. The 

original building provided the majority of functions for the facility, but structural 

damage lead to its replacement. By avoiding the authoritarian Romanesque style 

of the previous building, the Craftsman design of the current Administration 

Building better reflected Nelles’ cottage system, which was intended to provide 

the young wards with a sense of ‘family,’ community, and belonging.    

2.  Condition of fabric:  The building appears to be in good condition. 
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B.   Description of Exterior: 

1.   Overall dimensions:  The Administration Building is primarily rectangular with 

overall dimensions of approximately 186’ long by 50’ wide.   

2.  Foundations:  The Administration Building sits on a raised concrete foundation 

with reinforced concrete footings. 

3.  Walls:   The exterior walls are approximately 1’ thick unreinforced, English bond 

masonry. One of the rear facing gable ends contains plaster and half-timbering 

characteristic of the Building’s Tudor style.   

4.  Structural system, framing:  The Administration Building’s structural system 

consists of exterior unreinforced masonry walls with wood beams and rafters 

supporting the roof.    

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads:  There is a single porch located on the 

Administration Buildings primary (north) elevation. The porch is round in shape 

and offset to the east of the front facing gable near the center of the structure. The 

porch includes two concrete steps leading to the Building’s primary entrance 

under a recessed pointed archway. On the rear elevation, next to one of the rear-

facing cross gables, there is a small brick stoop recessed under the Building’s 

primary roof, which is supported by one freestanding and two engaged brick 

columns. This stoop is enclosed with a metal railing.      

6. Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:  The primary entrance is located on the north 

elevation, within a recessed pointed archway, slightly offset beneath the front-

facing cross-gable. The doorway is a round arched opening. The doorway 

consists of a single wood batten door with wrought iron fixtures and partially 

glazed with a small fixed, single pane window. This is the only doorway on 

the primary (north) elevation. At each end of the rectangular Administration 

Building (east and west elevations) there are single wood batten, partially 

glazed doors set in standard rectangular doorways with transoms. These 

doorways lead to the Building’s central corridor. On the rear (south) elevation 

are two doorways accessed via a recessed brick stoop. The doorways provide 

access to the Superintendant’s and Assistant Superintendant’s offices and are 

composed of single wood batten, partially glazed doors, similar to the doors 

found on the east and west elevations but smaller in scale.  

b.  Windows:  The primary (north) elevation is dominated by a large canted bay 

containing four casement windows, each with a five-over-nine divided light 

pattern and a larger centrally located ornamental octagonal pane. The 

casement windows are topped by fixed transom windows, each with a five-

over-three divided light pattern. There are three additional groups of paired 

windows featuring fixed transoms on the north elevation. To the right of the 

canted bay, beneath a flared, hipped roof wall dormer is a pair of casement 
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windows with a three-over-four divided light pattern and fixed transoms. To 

the left of the Administration Building’s main entrance is another pair of 

casement windows with transoms. This pair of windows has a three-over-six 

divided light pattern and is located beneath a secondary forward facing gable. 

A third paired casement window with transom can be found further to the left 

of the Building’s main entrance, beneath a gabled wall dormer. These 

casement windows have a three-over-four divided light pattern. Additional 

windows on the north elevation include casement windows in groups of four, 

paired, tripartite configurations, as well as single casement windows, with a 

variety of sizes and divided light patterns. The doorways at the east and west 

ends of the Building are flanked by single casement windows, each with a 

three-over-four divided light pattern. The south (rear) elevation contains a 

variety of window openings, including groupings of two, three, four, and six 

casement windows.  There is a tripartite grouping of casement windows with 

transoms below an asymmetric gable near the center of the Building’s south 

elevation. Also near the center of the Building’s south elevation, is a pair of 

casement windows with transoms. 

7.  Roof:   

a.  Shape, covering:  The Administration Building has a combination roof, 

primarily consisting of a hipped roof with the ridge beam running from east to 

west and a cross gabled roof bisecting the Building. The roof is covered with 

shingle tiles.  

b.   Cornice, eaves:  The roof has overhanging, boxed eaves. While a majority of 

the Administration Building’s roofline lacks a cornice, one of the rear facing 

gables has a raking cornice capped with an ornamented peak.   

c.    Dormers, cupolas, towers, clerestories, monitors:  The rough contains three 

inset, vented dormers, each with flared hipped roofs. 

C.  Description of Interior: 

1.   Floor plans:  The Administration Building’s floor plan consists of several rooms 

arranged on either side of a central corridor, which runs the length of the 

Building. The primary entrance to the Building is centrally located and leads 

visitors into a small entryway, followed by a large reception room separated by 

wood paneled double doors. The reception room welcomes visitors with a 

fireplace and large bay window, making the Building feel more like a home and 

less like an institutional administration building.   

2.   Stairways:  The Administration Building is a single-story structure and therefore, 

there are no stairways.   

3.   Flooring:   The interior floors of the Administration Building have been altered 

with the addition of linoleum tile and carpeting.  
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4: Wall and ceiling finish:  Most of the rooms are finished with plaster walls, 

including the large reception room near the main entrance. Other office spaces 

have been altered with the addition of wood paneling on the walls. The ceilings 

throughout the Administration building have been altered with new drop ceiling 

framing and tiles. The reception room retains its original plaster ceiling with 

exposed wood rafters and beams.  

5.  Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:    There are several doorways and doors connecting the 

various offices, restrooms, and closets with the central corridor, many of 

which appear original. The doors vary in style and size from full wood batten 

doors to partially glazed wood batten doors with divided light, to partially 

glazed Dutch doors.  A set of double doors leads from the Building’s foyer 

into the reception room. 

b.  Windows:  There are two windows on the Administration Building’s interior, 

both of which are alterations. A janitor’s closet adjacent to the Building’s 

foyer has been expanded and converted into a small receptionist’s office. A 

sliding window has been added to the Building foyer’s south wall providing a 

point of access between the foyer and the new receptionist’s office. Another 

window opening has been added to the new office’s west wall connecting it to 

the adjacent reception room. The opening does not contain a window and is an 

alteration.  

6. Decorative features and trim:  Although some of the original decorative 

features have been lost due to interior remodeling, features like the splayed 

doorway surrounding the door to the former secretary’s office remain. Above the 

splayed doorway is a unique decorative feature including an engaged hemisphere 

and keystone-shaped pedestal. Other features that remain are the wood built-ins in 

some of the office spaces, which include cabinets and shelves.  

7.  Hardware:  Original door and window hardware can be found throughout the 

Administration Building.  

8.  Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The Administration Building has an 

updated HVAC system, including new vents imbedded in the walls and floors. 

b. Lighting:  Some of the Administration Building’s original interior light 

fixtures remain. In the reception room hangs two original hand hammered iron 

ceiling fixtures. A similar but much smaller iron fixture hangs in the 

Building’s foyer. Other lights throughout the Administration Building have 

been replaced with more modern fluorescent box lighting.   
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D.  Site: 

1.  Historic landscape design:   

Historically the principal entrance of the Administration Building located on the primary (north) 

elevation faced north towards a circular drive (removed).  There were two entries (removed) into 

the circular drive on the west side from the Palm Tree lined street oriented at 45 degrees.  A 

grass lawn (removed) occupied the center of the circular drive.  Between the Administration 

Building and the circular drive was a deep lawn (partially intact).  A concrete pathway leads 

from the primary entrance to the circular drive, and two serpentine shaped concrete pathways 

lead from the side entrance on the east and west elevation to various roads.   

Located to the southeast of the Administration Building, is the Superintendent’s Residence 

constructed fourteen years before.  A road originally ran from the entrance of the property along 

the eastern property line through the Administration Building and the Superintendents Residence 

to connect with Palm Tree lined Street.  A concrete pathway (extant) lead from the rear entrance 

located on the south elevation to this secondary road (removed). 

There were several mid-century alteration campaigns that removed the road infrastructure 

adjacent to the Administration Building.  In 1958, the circular drive was removed and converted 

into a Visitor and Administration parking lot; and a portion of the road from the property 

entrance to the Superintendent’s Residence was removed and this road was fenced off at the 

western end.  Another major improvement was the installation of a fourteen foot tall fence 

around the perimeter of the property.  It was at this time when the Administration Building and 

Superintendent’s Residence lost their visual connection with the school site as they were not 

enclosed within the fence boundaries.  By 1965, the Visitor and Administration parking lot was 

expanded to the 45 degree interior road and the road between the Administration and 

Superintendent’s Residence was shortened and converted into a cul-de-sac.  

Historic photographs indicate the landscape surrounding the Administration Building was once 

lushly planted.  Lawns still surround the Administration Building and the old sidewalks lead up 

to the entrances (the sidewalk enclosing the lawn is a later mid-century improvement).  In front 

of the north, south and east elevation is a continuous planting bed enclosed by a brick header; 

while the planting beds appear the historic photographs, the brick headers do not and are later, 

possibly mid-century improvements.  While the short Palms in the planting beds appear older, 

they do not appear in historical photographs.  Based upon review of historic photographs in 

comparison with existing conditions, the existing trees on the north side of the building are more 

recent additions during or after the 1950s, while the large trees on the south side of the building 

are earlier and may have been planted in the 1920s or 1930s, such as the Grapefruit, Southern 

Magnolia, and Palm.  Furthermore, the rear (south) elevation retains its spatial relationship to the 

Superintendent’s Residence and its lush landscape.  The original cornerstone and a bench 

constructed of brownstone from the original 1891 Administration Building are in front of the 

north elevation.   
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2. Outbuildings:  None. 

Part III.  Sources of Information 

A.  Architectural drawings:  (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information) 

Administration Building.  Architectural Drawings.  June 23, 1928.  W.K. Daniels, State 

Architect.  State of California. Department of Public Works, Sacramento, California. (California 

Department of General Services) 

Index of Plans (California Department of General Services) 

B.  Early views: (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information) 

The north elevation of the Administration Building, date unknown (California Department of 

General Services) 

Close-up view of the Administration Building’s primary (north) elevation and the Whittier State 

School Marching Band, date unknown (California Department of General Services) 

The north elevation of the Administration Building, date unknown (California Department of 

General Services) 

The lobby of the Administration Building, Whittier State School, date unknown (California 

Department of General Services) 

D.  Selected Sources: See overall record. 
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PART V. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: 

1. Architectural Drawings:  

1. Administration Building.  Architectural Drawings.  June 23, 1928.  W.K. Daniels, 

State Architect.  State of California. Department of Public Works, Sacramento, 

California. (California Department of General Services) 
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2. Index of Plans (California Department of General Services) 
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2. Historic Photographs and Architectural Renderings: 

1.  The north elevation of the Administration Building, date unknown (California 

Department of General Services) 
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2.  Close-up view of the Administration Building’s primary (north) elevation and the 

Whittier State School Marching Band, date unknown (California Department of General 

Services) 
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3.  The north elevation of the Administration Building, date unknown (California 

Department of General Services) 
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4.  The lobby of the Administration Building, Whittier State School, date unknown 

(California Department of General Services) 
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FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

11850 Whittier Boulevard 

Whittier, Los Angeles County, California 

HABS No. CA-2400-B 

 

INDEX TO BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

Positive Image Photographic Services, Tavo Olmos, Photographer, 2014 

CA-2400-B-1 GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-B-2 GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTH 

CA-2400-B-3 VIEW OF WESTERN PORTION OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW 

FACING SOUTHEAST  

CA-2400-B-4 VIEW OF WESTERN PORTION OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW 

FACING NORTHWEST  

CA-2400-B-5 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-B-6 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-B-7 GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-B-8 CLOSEUP VIEW OF REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-B-9 GENERAL OVERVIEW OF REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTH 

CA-2400-B-10 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST AND REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATIONS, VIEW 

FACING NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-B-11 OVERVIEW OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW TO SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-B-12 GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-B-13 CLOSEUP OF MAIN ENTRY WITH POINTED ARCH ON NORTH 

ELEVATION, VIEW TO SOUTH 

CA-2400-B-14 DETAIL VIEW OF MAIN ENTRANCE AND VESTIBULE, VIEW TO 

SOUTHEST 

CA-2400-B-15 VIEW OF MAIN ENTRANCE LOOKING OUT OF THE ARCHED 

DOORWAY TOWARDS THE RECESSED FRONT PORCH, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-B-16 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE RECEPTION ROOM, VIEW TO NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-B-17 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE RECEPTION ROOM, VIEW TO NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-B-18 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE RECEPTION ROOM, VIEW TO SOUTH 

CA-2400-B-19 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE RECEPTION ROOM, VIEW TO NORTH 

CA-2400-B-20 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE CORRIDOR, VIEW TO NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-B-21 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE MEN’S ROOM, VIEW TO NORTH 

CA-2400-B-22 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE FILE ROOM, VIEW TO SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-B-23 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OFFICE, VIEW TO 
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SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-B-24 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE OFFICE, VIEW TO  

CA-2400-B-25 INTERIOR VIEW OF ADVISER OFFICE, VIEW TO SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-B-26 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE LIBRARY, VIEW TO NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-B-27 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE LIBRARY, VIEW TO NORTHEAST 
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FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

INFIRMARY  

 

Location:   The Infirmary is located at 33.975577, -118.049274. The Infirmary sits 

centrally along the eastern boarder of the complex within the security 

fence. 

Present Use:   The Infirmary is unoccupied. 

Significance:   The Infirmary is one of the eight contributing buildings remaining on the 

Nelles School site. It was one of the several buildings added to the 

complex during or just following Fred C. Nelles’ tenure as superintendent 

to improve the school and fulfill the ideal of a ‘cottage system’ for the 

school.  The hospital’s small scale and single-story profile reflect the 

desire for the school complex to be an environment that inspired a sense of 

community, which it was believed would in turn help the wards 

rehabilitate their lives. In addition, the Infirmary is a great example of 

small hospital design from the 1920s.  As a provider of vital healthcare 

services, the Infirmary would have been a hub of activity for the wards at 

the school during any period of its use. 

Part I.  Historical Information 

A.   Physical History: 

1.  Date of erection:  Constructed from 1923-1928 and opened in 1929. 

2. Architects:  The Infirmary was built by W.K. Daniels, Deputy Chief of Division 

of Architecture for the State of California Department of Public Works, intended 

to be the primary medical and facility for the school. Daniels constructed several 

buildings for the Nelles school site during this period  

3.  Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses:  The building was designed 

to be the center for dental and medical needs of the wards from 1929 to 1954, and 

then for less urgent medical needs after the construction of a new hospital 

building in 1954. The building was part of the complex until the Nelles School 

was closed in the 1990s.  

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers:  The Infirmary was constructed by the Division 

of Architecture at the State of California Department of Public Works. 

5. Original plans and construction:  The original layout of the Infirmary included 

a slightly bent rectangular shaped plan with an interior reception room, waiting 

room, operating room, a dentist room, kitchen, and 18 rooms single-patient 

rooms. In 1936, a small square sun room was added at the south end of the 

Infirmary.  
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6. Alterations and additions:  The original linoleum flooring throughout the 

Infirmary has been replaced and a drop ceiling has been added. 

The interior architectural integrity is essentially intact including the original plan 

and layout, relationship of spaces, wall and ceiling finishes, trim, cabinetry, 

fixtures, doors, and windows. In 1936, a sun room was constructed on the south 

end of the building. Later alterations include the metal doors, the asbestos tile 

floor covering, and the suspended ceiling and fluorescent light fixtures in the 

hallway.  Roof leaks due to lack of maintenance of the vacant building have 

caused major interior deterioration. 

B.  Historical Context: 

The Infirmary served all the dental and medical needs of the wards from 1929-1954.  In 1952 the 

operating room underwent improvements, however just two years later in 1954 a new hospital 

with modern amenities was built at the Nelles School. After 1954 the Infirmary was used for the 

less urgent medical and dental needs of the complex, and the operating room was used for 

storage. In 1992 the building was left vacant after the construction of a new infirmary. Due to its 

vacant status, the upkeep of the Infirmary was not a priority, which resulted in some water 

damage from a leaky roof left unrepaired.  

Part II.  Architectural Information 

A.  General Statement: 

1.   Architectural character:  The Infirmary is a Tudor revival style building, with 

Spanish Mission revival influences. The steeply pitched gable roof is covered in 

red barrel tile. A false central chimney served as a vent for the facility. The 

building was finished with cement plaster siding.  A cross gable emphasizes the 

entrances on the east and west elevations. The building was originally situated on 

a circular drive, oriented to the west. However, the east elevation became the 

primary elevation when a parking lot was added to the east side of the building in 

around 1950. In 1936 a sun-porch was added to the south facade of the building.  

The entrance door (original) is made of large wooden planks and rivets. The west 

façade is further embellished with a bay window providing natural light to the 

reception room, and 12 circular tile vents in the center of the upper portion of the 

gable. The east entrance, which became the main entrance in the 1950s, has a 

plain gable with a door case mirroring the one on the west façade, however the 

door is made of glass panes rather than solid wood. The east gable also has 12 

circular vents in the center of the upper portion of the gable.  

On the interior, an asbestos tile floor has been added to replace the original tile 

floor, as well as metal doors, radiators for heat, a dropped ceiling in the hallway, 

and fluorescent lighting. 
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2.  Condition of fabric:  The roof is damaged and leaks badly, which has resulted in 

significant interior damage in the wood-frame addition on the south end.  

Significant water damage to the original interior is also evidenced by peeling 

paint and spalling plaster in some of the patient rooms and the reception room, 

apparently also caused by roof leaks.   

B.   Description of Exterior: 

1.   Overall dimensions:  The Infirmary Building is primarily rectangular plan 

building, with a slight bend in the center, creating an obtuse angle. The overall 

dimensions of approximately 165’ long by 35’ wide.   

2.  Foundations:  The Infirmary’s foundation includes concrete piers, and a 

subterranean heater room, as well as a crawl space with drainage trenches beneath 

the building.  

3.  Walls:   The Infirmary’s exterior walls are covered with cement plaster.   

4.  Structural system, framing:  The Infirmary’s structural system consists of 

exterior reinforced-concrete frame bearing walls.   

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads:  There are no porches, balconies, or 

bulkheads.  There is a small brick stoop laid in a basket-weave pattern in front of 

the west entrance door.  

6. Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:  The west entrance, originally the main entrance, is 

fronted by a small brick stoop laid in a basket-weave pattern. The door case of 

the entrance door is made of cement plaster with a pinkish tint, shaped to 

mimic uneven quoining. This faux-quoining is topped with a Gothic revival 

inspired hood-molding made of the same cement plaster. In contrast to the 

plain gable face on the east façade, the west elevation is ornamented with a 

Dutch-style crow-stepped gable emphasizing it as the primary elevation. 

The primary entrance door was originally located on the west façade, and 

consists of wood planks that are riveted together with a metal kick plate, 

painted white on the interior. The doorway for the primary entrance is 

ornamented with faux-quoining as art of the plaster cement walls, in an 

uneven pattern. The secondary entrance door was on the northeast façade, a 

wood door with glass panes four across and five high, with a similar doorway 

surround as the west entrance door. A single wood door with glass panes four 

across and five high, similar to the one on the northeast elevation, once 

occupied the south end of the Building before the addition was added. The 

south elevation now contains a metal door with a small single glass pane 

window. A fourth doorway, located on the east elevation near the bend in the 

Building’s plan, is occupied by a single wood, partially glazed door. One of 
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the window groupings on the east elevation has been altered, adding a fifth 

doorway that consists of a single metal door with small glass pane window. 

b.  Windows:  The majority of the windows for the building are casement 

windows, with rectangular panes in a three-over-five divided light 

configuration.  The west entrance has four of these casement windows in a 

squared bay with additional smaller casement windows above (three-over-

three divided light).  The majority of the casement windows are grouped in 

sets of two, three, or four. The north wall has another squared bay window 

with large fixed obscure glass panes and skylight to maximize the natural light 

in the operating room.   

7.  Roof:   

a.  Shape, covering:  The roof is a steep pitched gable roof, covered with the 

original red barrel tiles.  The roof is supported with wood frame rafter system.  

Towards the center of the building is a cross gable with a Dutch stepped gable 

on the west façade. A small addition on the south end of the Building has a 

flat roof covered with red clay barrel tiles.     

C.  Description of Interior: 

1.   Floor plans:  The interior of the building retains its original layout with a central 

hallway, the primary north-south axis, slightly bent at an angle, and patient care 

rooms on either side. There is also a dentistry room, operating room, pharmacy, 

and offices.  In the shorter, southern arm of the building were thirteen single 

patient rooms and one full bathroom with separate washing tub and shower. Each 

patient room had two casement windows with square glass lights, a toilet, and 

sink. In the longer, northern arm was the reception area with a beamed ceiling, 

bordered on the southeast by a drug storage room and a clothing storage room, 

and on the northwest by three more single patient rooms and a doctor’s locker 

room with lockers, shower, and toilet. On the northern side of the corridor, 

opposite the reception room was the waiting room, which connected to the 

southeast to the dispensary, physician’s room, nurse’s room and diet kitchen.  To 

the northwest the waiting room leads to the dentist room and lab. Beyond the lab 

there were two additional single patient rooms and a half bathroom with small 

marble hall. At the very end of the north corridor was the operating room with 

large plate glass bay window to provide natural light in the space. The operating 

room connected to the sterilizing room with sink and a large closet. This 

sterilizing room connected to the marble hall, which leads back to the north 

corridor.   

2.   Stairways:  None   

3.   Flooring:   Asbestos tiles have been added to replace the original linoleum floor 

found throughout the corridors and rooms. The original flooring in the operating 

room, sterilizing room, doctor’s room, and bath were tile.   
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4: Wall and ceiling finish:  Interior partitions are solid plaster over metal lath with 

cement base. The ceiling has been altered with new ceiling tiles.   

5.  Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:    Interior doorways consist of a combination of new 

metal doors and original wood doors, some of which are partially glazed with 

opaque glass. Wood fully glazed double doors lead from the central hallway 

into the reception room and waiting room. Fully glazed doors connect the 

nurses’ and Physicians’ rooms with the adjacent dispensary.  

b.  Windows:  There are no interior windows.  

6. Decorative features and trim:  Multiple built-in cabinets can be found 

throughout the Infirmary, including one in the former kitchen. Other than the 

cabinets, there does not appear to be many decorative features in the Building. 

7.  Hardware: Many of the original doors that remain retain their original hardware 

including hinges, door pulls, and door knobs. Many of the original bathroom 

fixtures remain, including the sink and toilet in the doctors’ room, next to the 

operating room.  

8.  Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The original metal radiators can be 

found throughout the Infirmary’s halls and rooms. A false central chimney 

serves as ventilation for the building.  

b. Lighting:  The lighting in the Infirmary has been replaced with fluorescent 

box-lighting. 

D.  Site: 

1.  Historic landscape design:   

 Historical photographs of the Infirmary show the landscape around the hospital 

was modest and small trees and shrubs were sparsely planted around the perimeter 

of the elevations.  A wide parking area half the width of the east elevation is 

improved in front of the primary entrance on the west elevation (extant, however, 

most likely repaved).  From the west elevation, a curved footpath leads (extant) 

from the primary entrance on the west elevation to the former road that bisected 

the open space between the Infirmary and Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and 

Training Center).  As described in the overall site record, the Infirmary and 

Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) shared views provided 

by the open space between the buildings. 

2. Outbuildings:  None. 
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Part III.  Sources of Information 

A.  Architectural drawings:  (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information)  

Hospital Building.  Architectural Drawings.  May 23, 1928. W.K. Daniels, Chief Division of 

Architecture.  State of California. Department of Public Works, Sacramento, California 

(California Department of General Services). 

Index of Plans and Alterations (California Department of General Services) 

B.  Early views: (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information) 

Close-up view of the Infirmary’s west elevation, undated (California Department of General 

Services) 

The south and west elevations of the Infirmary, undated(California Department of General 

Services) 

Interior view of the main corridor in the Infirmary, undated (California Department of General 

Services) 

C.  Selected Sources: See overall record. 
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PART V. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: 

1. Architectural Drawings:  

1. Hospital Building.  Architectural Drawings.  May 23, 1928. W.K. Daniels, Chief 

Division of Architecture.  State of California. Department of Public Works, 

Sacramento, California (California Department of General Services). 
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2.  Index of Plans and Alterations (California Department of General Services) 
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2. Early Views 

1. Close-up view of the Infirmary’s west elevation, undated (California Department 

of General Services) 
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2. The south and west elevations of the Infirmary, undated(California Department of 

General Services) 
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3. Interior view of the main corridor in the Infirmary, undated (California 

Department of General Services) 
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CA-2400-I-1 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION’S NORTH END, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-I-2 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION’S NORTH END, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-I-3 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION’S SOUTH END, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-I-4 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION’S CROSS GABLE, VIEW FACING 

WEST  

CA-2400-I-5 GENERAL VIEW OF WEST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-I-6 GENERAL VIEW OF WEST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-I-7 CLOSE-UP VIEW OF WEST ELEVATION’S CROW-STEP GABLE, VIEW 

FACING EAST 

CA-2400-I-8 CLOSE-UP VIEW OF WEST ELEVATION’S ENTRYWAY AND SOUTH 

END, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-I-9 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE RECEPTION ROOM WITH SQUARED BAY 

WINDOW, VIEW FACING NORTHWEST  

CA-2400-I-10 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE DISPENSARY WITH BUILT-IN CABINETS, 

VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-I-11 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE KITCHEN WITH BUILT-IN CABINETS, VIEW 

FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-I-12 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE OPERATING ROOM WITH FULL GLAZED 

CANTED BAY WINDOW, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-I-13 INTERIOR VIEW OF CENTRAL CORRIDOR AT THE NORTH END OF THE 

INFIRMARY, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-I-14 INTERIOR VIEW OF CENTRAL CORRIDOR FROM THE CENTER OF THE 

BUILDING, NEXT TO THE RECEPTION ROOM, VIEW FACING NORTH 

TOWARD THE OPERATING ROOM 

CA-2400-I-15 INTERIOR VIEW OF CENTRAL CORRIDOR FROM THE CENTER OF THE 

BUILDING, NEXT TO THE RECEPTION ROOM, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-I-16 INTERIOR VIEW OF CENTRAL CORRIDOR FROM THE SOUTH END OF 

THE BUILDING, VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-I-17 INTERIOR VIEW OF ROOM, VIEW EAST 

CA-2400-I-18 INTERIOR OF THE CLINIC WAITING ROOM, VIEW FACING WEST 

TOWARD THE RECEPTION ROOM 



18

akainer
Line

akainer
Oval











akainer
Text Box
17

akainer
Text Box
18



FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

MAINTENANCE GARAGE 

HABS No. CA-2400-F (Page 1) 

 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
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Location:   The Maintenance Garage is located at 33.977375, -118.051592. The 

garage is located in the western portion of the northern section of the 

campus.  

Present Use:   The Maintenance Garage is unoccupied. 

Significance:   The Maintenance Garage is one of the eight contributing buildings 

remaining on the Nelles School site. It was one of the several buildings 

added to the complex during or just following Fred C. Nelles’ tenure as 

Superintendent, to improve the school and fulfill the ideal of a ‘cottage 

system’ for the school.  Despite its comparatively larger size, the 

Maintenance Garage fits in well with the small scale de-institutionalized 

environment that was the goal of the cottage system, to help provide the 

young wards with a sense of “family,” community and belonging. With its 

large windows, open interior, and low profile it is a strong example of 

1920s and 1930s industrial architecture. 

Part I.  Historical Information 

A.   Physical History: 

1.  Date of erection:  The Maintenance Garage was constructed in 1931.   

2. Architects:  Designed and built by Deputy Chief W.K Daniels of the Division of 

Architecture at the State of California Department of Public Works. Daniels was 

the architect for several of the buildings constructed on the Nelles campus during 

this time period.   

3.  Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses:  Though its specific purpose 

evolved over the years, the garage building was utilized only as a maintenance 

garage from the time it was built until the closing of the school. The maintenance 

building was the main shop building of the school.  It included an auto repair 

shop, machine shop, aero shop, electric room, battery room and other secondary 

spaces. 

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers:  The Maintenance Garage was constructed by the 

Division of Architecture at the State of California Department of Public Works. 

5. Original plans and construction:  Original plans for the Maintenance Garage 

were not available. 

6. Alterations and additions:  The integrity of the exterior is essentially intact, 

except for the alteration of the garage doors with metal roll-up doors.  Some of the 
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glass in the windows is painted.  At an unknown date, partitions have been added 

to divide the interior space, some made of wood and some made of metal. In the 

early 1950s the electrical work was renovated and the building repainted. In 1994 

a new maintenance building was built and the original garage became a bicycle 

shop and storage facility.  The integrity of materials has been partially 

compromised, however, the Maintenance Garage retains integrity of location, 

design, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association and the overall integrity is 

good. 

B.  Historical Context: 

See overall record form for the Nelles School. 

Part II.  Architectural Information 

A.  General Statement: 

1.   Architectural character:  Similar to many of the other buildings at the Nelles 

School from the 1920s and 1930s period, the Maintenance Garage has a red terra-

cotta barrel tile roof.  The wooden roof is supported by metal trusses and is 

distinguished by the sawtooth skylights. The single-story building has a cement 

foundation, and brick walls laid in English bond.  Distinguishing features include 

the arched door opening at the southeast corner, large metal industrial transom 

windows, and a bank of quadrupled square window openings on the southwest 

elevation. 

 The interior is divided by wood-frame partitions.  The building has a concrete-

slab floor with an imbedded vehicular lift for motor maintenance.  The ceiling has 

exposed wood rafters and skylights and is supported by metal trusses.  Industrial 

lighting is provided by suspended fluorescent lights.  Original machinery, 

including a drill press and a lathe, are still housed in the building. 

2.  Condition of fabric:  There is currently ongoing deterioration caused primarily 

by water damage due to the extensive roof leaks.  The brickwork appears to have 

been consistently maintained in the past; however, there is evidence of 

deterioration most likely from dripping water and dampness on the walls. The 

roof trusses generally appear to be in fair condition but show evidence of rust.  

The exposed wood ceiling shows evidence of localized discoloration from water 

leaks that may also indicate rot, and there are holes in the ceiling.  The metal 

industrial windows show evidence of rust but generally appear to be in fair 

condition. 



FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

MAINTENANCE GARAGE 

HABS No. CA-2400-F (Page 3) 

 

B.   Description of Exterior: 

1.   Overall dimensions:  The Maintenance Garage is rectangular T-shaped building 

with overall dimensions of approximately 220’ long by 150’ wide. The building is 

approximately 19,000 square feet.  

2.  Foundations:  The Maintenance Garage sits on a reinforced concrete foundation. 

3.  Walls:   The exterior walls consist of unreinforced masonry with an English style 

masonry bond.  

4.  Structural system, framing:  The Maintenance Garage’s structural system 

consists of a prefabricated steel frame attached to the unreinforced brick masonry 

walls and steel girders and beams.   

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads:  There are no porches, stoops, balconies, 

or bulkheads. 

6. Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:  Along the west elevation of the Maintenance Garage 

are two openings providing vehicular access to the facility. The original doors 

have been replaced with industrial grade steel roll-up doors. A pair of painted, 

partially glazed, large wooden sliding doors centrally located on the north 

elevation provides additional vehicular access to the Maintenance Garage. The 

wooden doors on the north elevation appear to be original. Also on the north 

elevation is an opening with an industrial grade steel roll-up door. On the 

south elevation is another centrally located vehicular entrance. This entrance’s 

door(s) has been replaced with an industrial grade steel roll-up door, similar to 

the doors on the west and north elevations. Also on the south elevation are to 

pedestrian entrances located at each end of the building. The pedestrian 

doorways are arched and contain large wooden doors. The door on the west 

end of the south elevation is arched and appears original; however the door at 

the east end of the facility is a rectangular replacement with a small transom in 

the arched opening.  

b.  Windows:  There are four pivot sash windows arranged in a row between the 

vehicular entry ways. These windows are steel frame with four-light 

configuration. Located along the north elevation are three large window 

openings. These window opening share a similar arrangement of steel frame 

windows organized in three columns. The middle column consists of a thirty-

light configuration, while the two flanking columns contain an eighteen-light 

configuration. Each column of windows also contains two six-light pivot sash 

windows. In addition to the three large window openings on the north 

elevation, there are two smaller openings located at opposite ends of the faced. 

These openings consist of 12-light configured windows with six-light pivot 

sash windows in the middle. There are three sets of windows along the 
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building’s east elevation. Each window opening consists of thee six-light 

pivot sash steel frame windows surround by similar fixed windows. The 

openings these windows are set in appear to mirror the vehicular entrances on 

the building’s west elevation. These openings are infilled with wood paneling 

and the steel frame windows. On the south elevation, there are five large 

window openings filled with windows configure the same way as the 

windows on the north elevation. The openings are filled with three columns of 

steel frame windows. The middle column consists of a thirty-light 

configuration, while the two flanking columns contain an eighteen-light 

configuration. Each column of windows also contains two six-light pivot sash 

windows.  

7.  Roof:   

a.  Shape, covering:  The roof is a combination gabled surfaces around the 

perimeter and a flat surface in the center. The gabled portions are covered 

with red clay tiles, while the flat portion is covered with asphalt.    

C.  Description of Interior: 

1.   Floor plans:  The Maintenance Building has a simple floor plan consisting of 

eleven total spaces. The main garage area is located at the southwest corner of the 

building and is the largest room, taking up over one-third of the building’s square 

footage. At the northwest corner of the Maintenance Building, there is a large 

storage area, approximately one-fourth the size of the garage area. East of the 

large storage space is a room once used as a plumbing shop. Further east along the 

north side of the building is a small pace previously used for lawn mower repairs 

and a larger room that served as the machine shop. At the southeast corner of the 

building were three spaces used for the electrical shop and storage. Additional 

spaces in the Maintenance Building include offices and restrooms located near the 

center of the building.  

2.   Stairways:  There is one stairway located in the plumbing shop leading to a small 

storage space. The stairway is constructed with wood-frame treads and risers.  

The stair begins at the ground floor and rises east to a landing, where it reaches 

the second floor. A wood handrail and enclosed balustrade is attached to the north 

side of the stairway.   

3.   Flooring:   The interior floors throughout the Maintenance Building are concrete.  

4: Wall and ceiling finish:  The interior walls of the Maintenance Building are 

composed of exposed and painted brick as well as wood paneling, plywood, wire 

mesh, and corrugated metal. The ceiling is constructed with wood planks 

supported by steel trusses.  

5.  Openings:   
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a.  Doorways and doors:    Doorways separating the various rooms in the 

Maintenance Building contain solid wood, paneled, partially glazed doors. 

There is a large sliding industrial door separating the storage room on the 

northwest corner of the building from the adjacent pluming shop. The door 

has a wood frame with various types of metal plates laid-out in a decorative 

fashion.  

b.  Windows:  The walls separating the plumbing shop and adjacent storage 

room from the main garage space consist of several window openings and 

clearstories. These spaces are infilled with wire mesh screens in place of glass.   

6. Decorative features and trim:  The Maintenance Building is a utilitarian 

structure and does not possess any decorative features or trim  

7.  Hardware:  Doors throughout the Maintenance Building retain the majority of 

their original hardware including hinges, and push plates.  

8.  Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The Maintenance Building utilizes 

natural ventilation and fans installed in window openings. Many fans are still 

in place, though it is not clear if they are original or have been replaced.  

b. Lighting:  Lighting throughout the Maintenance Building was replaced in 

1960 according to plans in the General Service Administration’s archives.  

D.  Site: 

1.  Historic landscape design:  The historic landscape around the Maintenance 

Garage has eroded since it was originally constructed in 1931.  The Maintenance 

garage retains an open lot to the rear of the building. However, this open lot has 

been paved and partially infilled by the construction of Classroom 12-19 Building 

in 1962.  The Maintenance Garage also retain its relationship to at the southeast 

corner of two historical roads, and east-west road linking the entrance to the 

Assistant Superintendent’s Residence and a north-south road linking the Assistant 

Superintendent’s Residence to the Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and 

Training Center) Building.  The plantings and landscape surrounding the north 

and east elevations appear to be contemporary. 

2. Outbuildings:  None. 

Part III.  Sources of Information 

A.  Architectural drawings:  (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information)  

Index of Plans and Alterations (California Department of General Services) 
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B.  Early views:  

None available. 
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PART V. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: 

1. Index of Plans and Alterations (California Department of General Services) 
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Positive Image Photographic Services, Tavo Olmos, Photographer, 2014 

CA-2400-F-1 GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-F-2 GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-F-3 GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST  

CA-2400-F-4 GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (SOUTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST  

CA-2400-F-5 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-F-6 GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-F-7 GENERAL VIEW OF WEST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-F-8 NO IMAGE 

CA-2400-F-9 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE LARGE OPEN BAY, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-F-10 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE LARGE OPEN BAY, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-F-11 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE LARGE OPEN BAY, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-F-12 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE LARGE OPEN BAY, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-F-13 INTERIOR VIEW OF SHOP SPACE NEAR NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE 

GARAGE, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-F-14 INTERIOR VIEW OF SHOP SPACE NEAR CENTER OF GARAGE ALONG 

NORTH WALL, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

 

CA-2400-F-15 INTERIOR VIEW OF SHOP SPACE NEAR CENTER OF GARAGE ALONG 

NORTH WALL, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-F-16 INTERIOR VIEW OF SHOP SPACE NEAR NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE 

GARAGE, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-F-17 INTERIOR OF WORKSHOP SPACE NEAR THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 

THE GARAGE, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-F-18 INTERIOR OF WORKSHOP SPACE NEAR THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 

THE GARAGE, VIEW FACING SOUTH 
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CA-2400-F-19 INTERIOR VIEW OF MACHINE SHOP NEAR SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 

THE GARAGE, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-F-20 INTERIOR VIEW OF MACHINE SHOP NEAR SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 

THE GARAGE, VIEW FACING NORTHWEST 
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Location:   The Gymnasium is located at 33.978169, -118.051165, adjacent the 

football field and track near the northern boundary of the property. 

Concrete paths connect the Gymnasium with the nearby athletic field and 

a roadway parallel to the buildings south elevation.  

Present Use:   The site is presently unoccupied; however the building was last use as a 

gymnasium. 

Significance:   The Gymnasium is one of the eight contributing buildings remaining on 

the Nelles School site. It was one of several buildings added to the 

complex during or just following Fred C. Nelles’ tenure as superintendent 

to improve the school and fulfill the ideal of a ‘cottage system’ for the 

school. The Gymnasium was one of the main recreation areas of the 

school, and its proximity to the football field is also significant, as it 

provided locker room facilities for participants. The Nelles School had a 

strong athletic tradition to provide recreation and life lessons to its wards, 

and the gymnasium played a large role in that tradition. As a recreation 

center for the facility, the Gymnasium supported the cottage system ideals 

of ‘family’, community, and belonging as it was a place where the young 

wards could learn valuable skills of discipline, strength, and teamwork, 

just as children outside the facility who participated in physical activity. It 

was a community gathering space, a temple to the athleticism of the young 

wards, and its utilitarian design accented by Romanesque Revival 

ornament reflected that purpose. 

Part I.  Historical Information 

A.   Physical History: 

1.  Date of erection:  The Gymnasium was constructed in 1934.   

2. Architects:  George McDougall designed the Gymnasium in 1934. McDougall 

served as California State Architect from 1913-1938 and was the architect of 

several buildings on the Nelles Site during the duration of Nelles’ tenure.  

3.  Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses:  The building was designed 

to be the school’s Gymnasium, providing a space for physical education activities.   

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers:  The Gymnasium was constructed by the 

Division of Architecture at the State of California Department of Public Works. 

5. Original plans and construction:  The original layout of the Gymnasium 

included an L-shaped plan with an entry porch, entrance lobby, main gymnasium 
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space, dressing room, showers, restrooms, and a basement. In 1962, the shower 

area and dressing rooms were expanded at the southwest corner of the Building, 

filling in the remaining portion of the property, resulting in the Building’s current 

rectangular configuration. The addition included an office space, storage rooms, 

enlarged restroom area, and a new dressing room, drying room, and shower area.  

6. Alterations and additions: Exterior alterations include the rear addition 

constructed in 1962. The new addition expanded the already existing protruding 

massing, extending it the length of the rear (west) elevation. The addition 

expanded the shower area and dressing rooms west of the main gymnasium area.  

Other interior alterations include infilling the ticket booth window and doorway 

located on the south side of the entrance lobby.  

B.  Historical Context: 

See overall record form for the Nelles School. 

Part II.  Architectural Information 

A.  General Statement: 

1.   Architectural character:  The Gymnasium is a single-story structure with a 

rectangular plan. With its high pitched roof and flared eaves and dormers, the 

Gymnasium’s design combines elements of the Dutch Colonial style with the 

minimal ornamentation associated with early modernism. The Building’s lack of 

ornamentation is contradicted by the ornate entrance designed in the Art Deco 

style popular during the period of construction.  The north and south elevations 

are dominated by tall windows set into small, flared dormers. The entryway of the 

Gymnasium includes a large concrete stoop leading to a pair of plain wooden 

doors. The current doors are replacements. The original doors were wood batten 

doors decorated with ornate wrought iron hinges and fixtures. The doors sit 

beneath a large, Art Deco style arch supported by Streamline Moderne columns. 

The arch is decorated with crenellated molding along its outer edge and chevron 

molding along its inner edge.  

The interior of the Gymnasium is broken up into three main areas; the entrance 

lobby flanked by restrooms and a ticket booth, the large gymnasium in the center, 

and the dressing/shower room at the Building’s east end. The Gymnasium’s 

interior is defined by its immense volume of open space, punctuated by its open 

ceiling, visible steel trusses, and exposed wooden rafters. Exposed concrete 

beams and posts along its perimeter walls further emphasize McDougall’s modern 

design. 

2.  Condition of fabric:  The Building appears to be in good condition. 
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B.   Description of Exterior: 

1.   Overall dimensions:  The Gymnasium is primarily rectangular with overall 

dimensions of approximately 138’ long by 72’ wide.   

2.  Foundations:  The Gymnasium sits on a reinforced concrete foundation. 

3.  Walls:   The exterior walls are constructed out of poured-in-place concrete. The 

original plans intended for the walls to remain as exposed concrete, however the 

building appears to now be finished with paint.  

4.  Structural system, framing:  The Gymnasium’s structural system consists of 

exterior reinforced-concrete frame bearing walls and reinforced-concrete girders 

and beams.   

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads:  There is a large concrete stoop at the 

Gymnasiums main entry on its east elevation.  

6. Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:  The primary entrance into the Gymnasium is located 

at the Building’s east end and consists of a recessed stoop beneath an arched 

opening. Double metal doors lead to the Gymnasium’s lobby and are 

replacements of the original double batten wood doors decorated with 

wrought iron hardware. Secondary entrances are recessed along the north and 

south elevations, near the rear of the gymnasium and consist of small concrete 

staircases leading to double doors.  

b.  Windows:  Windows can be found on every elevation of the main 

Gymnasium building, while the bathroom and shower only has windows 

along the north and west elevations. The Gymnasium’s east elevation contains 

four windows in total, including a tripartite grouping of rounded arched 

windows just below the Building’s front facing gable. The windows have 

fixed steel sashes with divided light and a recessed beneath arched openings 

supported by engaged columns with composite capitols and crenellated 

molding. The fourth window on the east elevation is a small fixed, metal sash 

window with divided light located above the primary entrance. The south 

elevation contains six window openings, including three large vertical 

windows under flared dormers. These large window openings contain both 

fixed and pivot steel sash windows, separated by wood mullions, combining 

to form a six over eight divided light pattern. The three large window 

openings are flanked by two smaller openings containing six steel frame pivot 

sash windows, each with a three over two divided light pattern, separated by 

wood mullions.  The sixth window opening on the south elevation is located 

near the front façade and contains a metal casement window with a four over 

four divided light pattern. The west elevation contains several windows, 

including a tripartite grouping below the Building’s rear facing gable, 
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identical to the tripartite grouping on the east elevation. Additional windows 

on the west elevation include two groupings of two steel frame casement 

windows, each with a four over four divided light pattern. Like the south 

elevation, the north elevation contains three large vertical window openings 

beneath flared dormers. At the north east end of the Building’s north elevation 

there is a smaller window opening containing six steel frame pivot sash 

windows, each with a three over two divided light pattern, separated by wood 

mullions. There are three smaller window openings located on the north 

elevation near the front of the Gymnasium, which contain steel casement 

windows with a two over three divided light pattern. Also on the north 

elevation, near the rear of the Building, there are five openings filled with 

paired steel casement windows, each with a two over four divided light 

pattern and a fixed transom.   

7.  Roof:   

a.  Shape, covering:  The Gymnasium’s roof has a high arch with flared eaves 

and a front facing gable. The primary entrance is located on a rectangular 

protrusion with a shed style roof. The roof is covered in composite shingles.   

C.  Description of Interior: 

1.   Floor plans:   The Gymnasium can be broken down into three parts; the entrance-

lobby near the Building’s east end, the Gymnasium in the center, and the dressing 

room/showers at the west end. The entrance lobby contains a ticket office, men’s 

restroom, and closet on its south side and women’s restroom on its north side. 

Two sets of double wooden doors are located on the west wall and lead into the 

main gym area. The interior of the Gymnasium is double height with basketball 

hoops at either end and a small scoreboard on the east wall. Large windows line 

the north and south walls while the east and west walls have three small, arched, 

pivot sash windows. At the west end of the Gymnasium are two set of double 

doors leading to a hallway, off of which is the dressing room and shower area. 

Accessed via double wood doors, this area of the Gymnasium is divided up into 

multiple spaces with varying uses. At the south end is a dressing room, drying 

room, and shower room, while at the north end is a supply room, storage room, 

and office. In between the showers and the supply room is a bathroom area. 

Below the first floor is a basement, which most recently saw use as a storage 

space.  

2.   Stairways:  There are two stairways in the Gymnasium. The stairways are located 

at either end of the hallway between the Gymnasium and the dressing rooms and 

lead to ground level exits. 

3.   Flooring:   The interior floors of the entrance-lobby are finished with large clay 

tiles, while the Gymnasium has been finished with wood flooring. The dressing 

room/showers consist of a combination of concrete and tile floors.   



 FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

GYMNASIUM AND ATHLETIC TRACK AND FIELD 

HABS No. CA-2400-E (Page 5) 

 

4: Wall and ceiling finish:  Walls in the main entrance-lobby are clad with stucco 

and finished in paint. The Gymnasium’s concrete walls are also finished in paint. 

In the shower and dressing room, the walls are finished with both pain in some 

areas and tile in others.  

5.  Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:  There are two pairs of interior doors leading into the 

central gymnasium space from the lobby. The original paired wood doors with 

angled battens have been replaced with plain metal doors. At the north end of 

the lobby is a single metal door leading to restrooms. This door occupies what 

was originally an open arch. The restrooms once had wood paneled doors. At 

the west end of the main gymnasium space, two doorways, containing double 

medal doors, lead to a small hallway. The metal doors replaced paired wood 

doors with angled battens, similar to the ones originally found at the east end 

of the Gymnasium. Doorways found in the shower/bathroom at the west end 

of the Building consist of single metal doors.  

b.  Windows:  There is one interior window opening, aside from the windows 

previously described in the exterior description, located on the south wall of 

the lobby. This window opening once acted as a ticket window with its 

widened sill acting as a shelf, but is now infilled with a painted-over wood 

board.  

6. Decorative features and trim:  The interior of the Gymnasium is void of 

ornamentation with the only exception being a copper plaque commemorating the 

Building’s ground breaking on October 28
th

, 1934. The plaque has a raised 

garland border and lists multiple members of the institution’s faculty as well as 

members of the State Department of Public Works, including the Gymnasium’s 

architect, George McDougall. 

7.  Hardware:  The bathrooms in the Gymnasium have been updated with modern 

fixtures. The main gymnasium space has been updated with new basketball goals. 

The Building does not appear to retain any of the original hardware elements.  

8.  Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: HVAC systems for the building are 

not operable. 

b. Lighting:  There does not appear to be any original lighting equipment in the 

Gymnasium or the attached shower/bathroom. Lighting in the gymnasium 

space consists of modern high bay hanging lights, while the shower/bathroom 

area contains modern fluorescent light fixture hanging from the ceiling.  

D.  Site: 

1.  Historic landscape design:   
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 When the Gymnasium was built in 1934, it was constructed to the east of the 

athletic field and replaced the former Kitchen and Dining Rooms building 

(demolished).  The Gymnasium entrance was aligned with the primary 

entrance into the property and the main traffic circle (removed).  The 

landscape around the Gymnasium at the time of construction was simple and 

limited in size.  In front of the Gymnasium was a small grass lawn and 

concrete pathway to the primary entrance (extant).  A historical photograph of 

the primary elevation shows a Deodar Cedar tree to the north of the primary 

entrance that remains extant.  Along the south elevation was a grass area 

improved with a row of palm and other trees setback behind a paved road with 

a concrete curb that lead to the Assistant Superintendent’s Residence.  While 

the Gymnasium retains this side lawn, the trees were replaced with a row of 

approximately six Jacaranda trees planter at a later date.  In front of the north 

elevation there was a grass lawn between the Gymnasium and athletic field.  

A concrete path lead from the rear of the Gymnasium curving around to the 

north elevation and branched off to the Gymnasium basement (a portion of 

this pathway appears to be extant).  The construction of a vocational 

classroom in 1988 and the vocational arts classroom (28-33) building in 1966 

eroded the landscape to the rear of the Gymnasium behind the curved concrete 

pathway. 

 The athletic field is located to the immediate west of the Gymnasium and hugs 

the western boundary of the lot.  It consists of a recessed oval-shaped field 

framed by a running track.  Because of the change in grade, a sloped concrete 

retaining wall bounds the perimeter (alteration in 1964) with a concrete view 

platform at the northern end of the east side.  The athletic field appears to 

predate the construction of the Gymnasium built in 1934.  Prior to its 

construction, a 1928 historical aerial shows the athletic field was an oval-

shaped grass field and retains the same shape today.  Historical aerials from 

1928 and 1933 show that the oval field was framed by trees north, west and 

east perimeter (no longer extant).  The area where the Gymnasium was later 

built was occupied by a dirt road and the Kitchen and Dining Rooms building 

(later demolished).  However, as demonstrated in architectural drawings, 

while the athletic field retains the same oval shape, repairs were made to the 

athletic field in 1964, including paving, grading, and drainage work.  Little 

change appears to have occurred to the athletic field since then. 

2. Outbuildings:  None. 

Part III.  Sources of Information 

A.  Architectural drawings:  (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information)  

Gymnasium.  Plans. February 13, 1934. W.K. Daniels, architect.  State of California. 

Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California (California 

Department of General Services). 
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Plaque. October 6, 1934.  W.K. Daniels, architect.  State of California. Department of 

Public Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California (California Department of 

General Services). 

Blending Diagram - Reinforcing Steel.  March 1934. State of California. Department of 

Public Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California (California Department of 

General Services). 

Enlarge Gymnasium Shower and Dressing Room Facilities.  Plans. May 25, 1962. State 

of California. Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California 

(California Department of General Services). 

Paving, Grading and Drainage.  Old Athletic Field Report, Outdoor Physical Education 

Facilities.  Files 30-C-16.  September 4, 1964 (California Department of General Services). 

Index of Plans and Alterations (California Department of General Services). 

B.  Early views: (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information)  

Water color rendering of the Gymnasium’s primary elevation, circa 1934 (California 

Department of General Services). 

Water color rendering of the Gymnasium’s primary elevation, circa 1934 (California 

Department of General Services). 

The dedication ceremony of the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California Department of 

General Services). 

The plaque commemorating the dedication of the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California 

Department of General Services). 

Interior image of the Gymnasium, date unknown (California Department of General 

Services). 

Windows along the north elevation of the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California 

Department of General Services). 

View of the north elevation of the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California Department of 

General Services). 
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View of the south elevation of the Gymnasium dressing rooms, circa 1934 (California 

Department of General Services). 

The Gymnasium’s rear (west) elevation, date unknown (California Department of 

General Services). 

Main entrance to the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California Department of General 

Services). 

Main entrance to the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California Department of General 

Services). 

The Gymnasium’s primary (east) elevation, date unknown (California Department of 

General Services). 
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PART V. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: 

1. Architectural Drawings:  

1. Gymnasium.  Plans. February 13, 1934. W.K. Daniels, architect.  State of California. 

Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California 

(California Department of General Services). 
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2. Plaque. October 6, 1934.  W.K. Daniels, architect.  State of California. Department 

of Public Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California (California 

Department of General Services). 
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3. Blending Diagram - Reinforcing Steel.  March 1934. State of California. Department 

of Public Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California (California 

Department of General Services). 
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4. Enlarge Gymnasium Shower and Dressing Room Facilities.  Plans. May 25, 1962. 

State of California. Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture, 

Sacramento, California (California Department of General Services). 
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5. Paving, Grading and Drainage.  Old Athletic Field Report, Outdoor Physical 

Education Facilities.  Files 30-C-16.  September 4, 1964 (California Department of 

General Services). 
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6. Index of Plans and Alterations (California Department of General Services). 
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2. Historic Photographs and Architectural Renderings: 

1. Water color rendering of the Gymnasium’s primary elevation, circa 1934 

(California Department of General Services). 
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2. Water color rendering of the Gymnasium’s primary elevation, circa 1934 

(California Department of General Services). 
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3. The dedication ceremony of the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California Department 

of General Services). 
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4. The plaque commemorating the dedication of the Gymnasium, circa 1934 

(California Department of General Services). 
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5. Interior image of the Gymnasium, date unknown (California Department of 

General Services). 
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6. Windows along the north elevation of the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California 

Department of General Services). 
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7. View of the north elevation of the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California Department 

of General Services). 
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8. View of the south elevation of the Gymnasium dressing rooms, circa 1934 

(California Department of General Services). 
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9. The Gymnasium’s rear (west) elevation, date unknown (California Department of 

General Services). 
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10. Main entrance to the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California Department of General 

Services). 
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11. Main entrance to the Gymnasium, circa 1934 (California Department of General 

Services). 
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12. The Gymnasium’s primary (east) elevation, date unknown (California Department 

of General Services). 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDING SURVEY 

INDEX TO PHOTOGRAPHS 

FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

GYMNASIUM 

11850 Whittier Boulevard 

Whittier, Los Angeles County, California 

HABS No. CA-2400-E 

INDEX TO BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

Positive Image Photographic Services, Tavo Olmos, Photographer, 2014  

CA-2400-E-1 GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (EAST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-E-2 GENERAL VIEW OF NORTH AND WEST (REAR) ELEVATIONS, VIEW 

FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-E-3 DETAIL VIEW OF PRIMARY ENTRANCE ON FRONT (EAST) 

ELEVATION, INCLUDING DETAILED ARCH AND COLUMNS, VIEW 

FACING WEST  

CA-2400-E-4 GENERAL VIEW OF REAR (WEST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING EAST  

CA-2400-E-5 GENERAL VIEW OF NORTH AND EAST (FRONT) ELEVATIONS, VIEW 

FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-E-6 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTH AND WEST (REAR) ELEVATIONS, VIEW 

FACING NORTHEAST  

CA-2400-E-7 DETAIL VIEW OF BUILDING’S SOUTHEAST CORNER INCLUDING 

CLOSEUP VIEW OF CASEMENT WINDOWS, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-E-8 GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTH AND EAST (FRONT) ELEVATIONS, VIEW 

FACING NORTHWEST  

CA-2400-E-9 INTERIOR VIEW OF MAIN GYMNASIUM SPACE ALONG SOUTH WALL, 

VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-E-10 INTERIOR VIEW OF MAIN GYMNASIUM SPACE ALONG EAST WALL, 

VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-E-11 INTERIOR VIEW OF MAIN GYMNASIUM SPACE FROM NORTHWEST 

CORNER, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST TOWARDS THE LOBBY 

CA-2400-E-12 INTERIOR VIEW OF MAIN GYMNASIUM SPACE FROM SOUTHEAST 

CORNER, VIEW FACING NORTHWEST TOWARDS THE LOCKER ROOM  

CA-2400-E-13 INTERIOR VIEW FROM THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE LOCKER 

ROOM, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-E-14 INTERIOR VIEW FROM THE CENTER OF THE LOCKER ROOM, VIEW 

FACING NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-E-15 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE BASEMENT, VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-E-16 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE BASEMENT LOOKING ALONG THE WEST 

WALL, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-E-17 INTERIOR VIEW OF THE SUPPLY ISSUE ROOM, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST TOWARDS THE STORAGE ROOM 

CA-2400-E-18 INTERIOR VIEW OF GYMNASIUM’S LOBBY WITH BOARDED-UP 

TICKET WINDOW, VIEW TO SOUTHWEST 

 
See page 36 of the Overall Record for landscape views of the Athletic Field (CA-2400-J-9 to CA-2400-J-12). 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

FRED C. NELLES SCHOOL 

KITCHEN AND COMMISSARY (CHAPELS AND TRAINING CENTER)  

 

Location:   The Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) is located at 

33.974991, -118.050593 within the southern portion of the Nelles campus 

near the cluster of dormitories. 

Present Use:   The Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) is 

unoccupied. 

Significance:   The Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) is one of the 

eight contributing buildings remaining on the Nelles School site. It was 

one of the several buildings added to the complex following Fred C. 

Nelles’ tenure as superintendent, to improve the school and fulfill the ideal 

of a ‘cottage system’ for the school.  As originally constructed between 

1930 and 1933 in the Tudor Revival style, it was the central kitchen and 

eating place for the wards and officers.  The Kitchen and Commissary 

(Chapels and Training Center) fits in well architecturally with the small 

scale de-institutionalized environment that was the goal of the cottage 

system. It was believed this would help provide the young wards with a 

sense of “family,” community, and belonging. The building also 

contributed to this ideal as a meeting and gathering place for the wards, 

both when it was used as the commissary and dining hall, and again later 

when it became the chapel and classroom space for the school. 

Part I.  Historical Information 

A.   Physical History: 

1.  Date of erection:  The Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) 

was constructed between 1930 and 1933.   

2. Architects:  Designed by Deputy Chief W.K Daniels of the Division of 

Architecture at the State of California Department of Public Works. 

3.  Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses:  The Kitchen and 

Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) was originally constructed to be the 

kitchen and commissary for the Whittier State School, providing a kitchen, 

bakery, commissary, and three dining rooms for the officers, wards, and general 

staff. 

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers:  The Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and 

Training Center) was constructed by the Division of Architecture at the State of 

California Department of Public Works. 
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5. Original plans and construction:  The original layout of the Kitchen and 

Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) as drawn on plans dated July 14, 

1930 included an irregular L-shape plan with two south and east wings attached to 

a central core.  The east wing was the boys dining room, the south wing was the 

general commissary, office, kitchen commissary, and bakery and the central core 

was the entrance lobby, offices dining room, kitchen, and other kitchen support 

rooms. There was a small basement used to house the heater and refrigeration 

machinery. 

6. Alterations and additions:  The first major alterations occurred to the Kitchen 

and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) in 1956 when the south wing was 

remodeled to exclusively contain spaces for the bakery and the general 

commissary space was removed.  In 1962-63 the building was converted to hold 

the campus religious services for the Catholic and Protestant denominations.  In 

the conversion, what had been the officer’s dining room became the Catholic 

Chapel and the former ward dining room became the Protestant Chapel. When the 

dining halls were converted, the south wing, formerly devoted to the bakery, 

became the Training Center, consisting of a classroom and office space. As 

detailed in the attached plans, two new entrances were added into the Protestant 

Chapel on the north elevation, the stained glass in the two bay windows were 

replaced, and the interior spaces were reconfigured.  In 1962-63 a 2
nd

 story choir 

loft was added.  At an unknown time, the tile has been replaced throughout the 

building as well as acoustic tile and fluorescent lighting in the reception area. The 

chapels continued to be the main religious building until 2004 when the school 

was closed.  Both the 1956 and 1962 architectural drawings for the bakery and 

chapels conversions are included in the attachments. 

Part II.  Architectural Information 

A.  General Statement: 

1. Architectural character:   

 The Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) evokes the same 

Tudor Revival style influences as many other campus buildings.  It is a one-story 

structure with an irregular L-shaped plan with a slightly obtuse angle, a footprint 

that vaguely mimics that of the Superintendent’s Cottage, also designed by 

architect W.K. Daniels. The building has a concrete foundation, forming a partial 

basement, and a crawl space beneath the southwest wing.  The hip roof is adorned 

with flat red clay tiles, installed in a zigzag pattern. The exterior masonry walls 

are terra cotta tile blocks with an overlay of English bond brick. The Chapel 

wings reference to historic church design with the inclusion of ornamental 

buttresses made of brick on the exterior, and the installation of stained-glass 

windows in the outermost walls. The exterior walls of the building have a variety 

of finishes to create visual interest including wooden half-timbering on the front 

facing gable ends, sometimes in-filled with brick, and sometimes in-filled with 
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plaster on the gable ends.  The half-timbered gable located on the north elevation 

has a wooden vergeboard and a drop finial. 

 Between 1962 and 1963, the Kitchen and Commissary building was remodeled to 

include Protestant and Catholic chapels, as well as a training center (as described 

in the Alteration and Addition section above).  The southern entrance into the 

building formerly used to access the Boys Dining Room is shaded by and entry 

porch, emphasized with a distinctive gothic pointed arch. The porch has a 

timbered ceiling and wooden buttresses, and retains its original door with vertical 

beading and original decorative window screens.  The southern entrance opens 

into the entrance hall of the Protestant Chapel (alteration, this area was altered 

circa 1962-63), where the motif of Gothic arches is repeated. On the wall if the 

reception hall where the doorway to the Protestant Chapel (alteration, non-

original space) is framed by a row of pointed arches supported by engaged 

columns. This same pattern is repeated again on the inside of the chapel itself, on 

the west wall. The Catholic Chapel (alteration, non-original space formerly the 

Officer’s dining room) is smaller in size relative to the Protestant Chapel. The 

Catholic Chapel has a wooden truss system supporting the ceiling, and the dark 

wood creates a stark contrast with the light colored walls.  

2.  Condition of fabric:   

 The Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) appears to be in 

good condition with some areas of water damage resulting from the building 

being vacant. 

B.   Description of Exterior: 

1.   Overall dimensions:  The Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training 

Center) is primarily rectangular with overall dimensions of approximately 150 

feet by 140 feet. 

2.  Foundations:  The foundation system consists of perimeter concrete strip 

footings supporting the perimeter bearing walls and interior isolated concrete 

spread footings supporting the concrete floor columns.  The basement area has 

concrete retaining walls and the floor is a concrete slab on grade. 

3.  Walls:   The exterior walls are predominately faced with English bond brick; 

however, some of the exterior surfaces half-timbered.  The tall, front facing gable 

on the north (front) elevation has wood half-timbering infilled with stucco.  Also, 

on the north elevation the entrance porch area into the Protestant Chapel has half-

timbering infilled with brick and stucco wall surfaces. The roof gable over the 

rear entrance into the Protestant Chapel has wood-half timbering infilled with 

stucco. 

4.  Structural system, framing:  The Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and 

Training Center) is unreinforced brick-masonry.  The building’s gravity system at 
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the Boys Dining Room (Protestant Chapel) area consists of 1x straight wood roof 

sheathing spanning between wood beams supported on large concrete arches.  The 

Officer’s Dining Room (Catholic Chapel) area has a similar gravity system, but 

with heavy timber trussed arches as main gravity support.  In the southwest wing 

the structural system consists of 1x sheathing spanning to trussed wood roof and 

ceiling joists at about two foot spacing that are supported by the exterior 

unreinforced masonry walls interior concrete beams and columns.  

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads:  The former entrance into the Officer’s 

Dining Room (now the Catholic Chapel) on the north elevation is accessed via a 

concrete platform with a set of four concrete stairs enclosed by a low brick wall to 

the west (alteration, the steps leading to the platform were built during the 1962-

63 remodel).  Also on the north elevation, is the entrance into the Protestant 

Chapel consisting of a concrete platform protected by a flat roof (alteration, this 

area was altered during the 1962-63 remodel and is not original).  Another 

concrete stoop and steps located on the far east end of the north elevation was 

built during the 1962-63 remodel.  There is a concrete platform sheathed with 

brick located on the side (west) elevation (alteration, added concrete ramp and 

metal pipe railings). The rear elevation of the southern wing has another long 

concrete platform sheathed with brick (alteration, appears to be modified and a 

pipe railing added).  Located on the rear (south) elevation, is an enclosed entry 

porch into the former Boy’s Dining Room (Protestant Chapel).  This porch is 

entered through a pointed-arch recessed entry articulated in cast stone and 

features brick walls punctuated by three decorative metal grilles on the east wall, 

exposed wood truss framing, and decorative brick floor.  A concrete stoop at the 

east end of the Boy’s Dining Room (Protestant Chapel) on the north elevation was 

added at a later date.  

 One of the groupings of nine six-light windows on the east end of the north 

elevation was converted into a door into the Boy’s Dining Room (Protestant 

Chapel). 

6. Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:  The door into the Officer’s Dining Room (Catholic 

Chapel) consists of oak paneled door with an ogee arch, two decorative metal 

strap hinges, and a decorative door stop, set within a rustic cast stone ogee 

arch surround. 

 There are three entrances into the Boy’s Dining Room (Protestant Chapel).  

On the north elevation underneath a porch cover, is wood panel door 

(alteration, this entrance is not original and from the 1962-63 remodel).  At 

the east end of the north elevation is an oak door vertical panel door with nail 

marks, single light, and original hardware that may have been relocated from 

another elevation as this is a non-original door entrance and the concrete steps 
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and stoop leading to this entrance were built in 1962-63.  Located under the 

enclosed gable porch, is a painted oak door with a single light and door straps. 

 Located on the south wing, there are four entrances on the west elevation and 

two entrances on the south elevation.  These entrance doors are all later 

replacements consisting of flat panel security doors.  

b.  Windows:  Six-light, nine-light and twelve-light casement windows are 

arranged in groups of two to six with simple wood surrounds.  There are also 

groupings of nine, nine-light casement and awning windows on the north and 

south elevations, as well as groupings of six-light awning and nine-light 

casement windows on the south elevation. The side (west) elevation of the 

Officer’s Dining Room (Catholic Chapel) has pairs of nine-light awning 

windows over pairs of twelve-light casement windows.  Some of these multi-

light casement windows have been removed to accommodate HVAC 

equipment, including two windows on the north elevation of the south wing, 

one window on the south elevation, two windows near the Boy’s Dining 

Room (Protestant Chapel) entrance on the north elevation, and one casement 

window just west of the Officer’s Dining Room (Catholic Chapel) entrance.  

The four-light windows just west of the Boy’s Dining Room (Protestant 

Chapel) entrance on the south elevation have been painted over. Three 

windows on the side (west) elevation have been painted over, replaced with 

new glazing, or infilled.  One of the groupings of nine six-light windows on 

the east end of the north elevation was converted into a door into the Boy’s 

Dining Room (Protestant Chapel).  The top row nine-light awning windows 

were retained. 

 There are two stained glass bay windows on the north and east elevations with 

casement and awning windows (alteration, the glass in the windows was 

replaced with amber patterned glass in circa 1962-63). 

7.  Roof:   

a.  Shape, covering:  The steeply pitched, hipped roof has multiple projecting 

gables with varying eave heights and is clad in flat red clay tiles laid in a 

colorful zig-zag pattern. There is an interior unreinforced octagonal-shaped 

brick chimney formerly for the bakery that rises through the north wing. There 

are two four-light sky lights on the roof of the south elevation below the roof 

gable (alteration, they are both painted over).  The roof is also punctuated with 

small gabled roof vents. 

C.  Description of Interior: 

1.   Floor plans:  Because of the major remodeled that occurred between 1962 and 

1963, the  original Kitchen and Commissary building as constructed between 

1930 and 1933 does not retain the original floor plan with the exception of the 

spaces formerly used for the Boy’s Dining Room and Officer’s Dining Room. 
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Historically approximately half of the building had spaces to support the kitchen, 

as the kitchen and dinging use were removed; these spaces were converted into 

office and classroom spaces.  The original floor plan is described in Section A.5, 

original plans and construction.   

The south wing was remodeled into a training center and presently contains three 

classrooms, an office, and Chaplain’s office.  The training center spaces are 

accessed from entrances located on the secondary, west and south elevations of 

the south wing, while the Chaplain’s office is located from the corridor to the 

south of the Catholic Chapel.  

2.   Stairways:  There is one stairway in the corridor located south of the Catholic 

Chapel added in 1962-63 that leads to the choir loft.   

3.   Flooring:   The flooring throughout the building is contemporary tile and vinyl 

flooring. 

4: Wall and ceiling finish:  All of the interior wall finishes are contemporary 

painted, plastered walls.  There does not appear to be any original wall finishes.  

While the ceiling treatment of both the Officer’s Dining Room (Catholic Chapel) 

and Boy’s Dining Room (Protestant Chapel) appear to be intact.  The Officer’s 

Dining Room (Catholic Chapel) has an oak truss ceiling and the Boy’s Dining 

Room (Protestant Chapel) has an open, wood framed ceiling with pointed-arch 

masonry ribs.  Drop ceilings were added circa 1962-63 in the corridor south of the 

Officer’s Dining Room (Catholic Chapel) and within the south wing. 

5.  Openings:   

a.  Doorways and doors:     

 As a result of the major remodeling campaign occurring between 1962-63, the 

interior spaces were reconfigured and none of the original openings are extant.  

The openings into Officer’s Dining Room (Catholic Chapel) and Boy’s 

Dining Room (Protestant Chapel) appear to be partially intact.  The wall 

separating the Boy’s Dining Room (Protestant Chapel) from the entry and 

waiting room appears to retain the pointed arches, but the openings have been 

infilled.  Above the pointed entry arches of the Boy’s Dining Room 

(Protestant Chapel), are a small pair of cast stucco pointed arches and 

miniature Corinthian column.  In contrast, the Officer’s Dining Room 

(Catholic Chapel) also had a similar rear wall defined with pointed arches, 

which were removed. 

b.  Windows:  Some windows are recessed into the stucco walls and have a 

simple recessed frame.  

6. Decorative features and trim:   
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7.  Hardware:  There does not appear to be any original hardware in the interior.  

The only extant original hardware is located on the exterior doors as described in 

section B.6.a, doorways and doors, above. 

8.  Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: As the building has been vacant, the 

HVAC systems for the building are not operable. 

b. Lighting:  There is no original lighting Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels 

and Training Center). 

D.  Site: 

1.  Historic landscape design:   

 Located at the southeast corner of the intersection of Flower Garden Road and 

Service Drive, the Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) 

retains its orientation at the intersection of these two roads and its relationship to 

the Infirmary located to the east.  The building is set-back behind a grass lawn 

along the north and west elevations, however, historically the building was only 

setback behind a lawn along the north elevation, while the western portion of the 

north elevation and side (west) elevation fronted the service road.  It appears there 

was a rectangular pave surface parking area located to the northwest of the 

Infirmary and Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) abutting 

the side (west) elevation of the front facing gable extension housing the Catholic 

Chapel.  A historical aerial dating from 1945 clearly shows the north elevation 

setback behind a lawn with a concrete east-west pathway extending from the 

service road to the road located between the Infirmary and Kitchen and 

Commissary (Chapels and Training Center).  A footpath originating from the 

front (north) of the Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) lead 

to this road, however, due to the construction of the New Infirmary in 1993 the 

eastern extension of the footpath was removed.   

 It appears the current network of pathways in front of the north elevation of the 

Infirmary and Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) was added 

sometime between 1945 and 1967 based upon the comparison of the 1945 

historical aerials to the 1967 site plan for a new irrigation system.  In 1962, the 

building was converted in the Chapels and Training Center, as a result of the 

conversion a number of alteration were made to the hardscape in front of the 

primary (north) elevation.  It appears the most intact section of hardscape is the 

semi-circular pathway that starts at the north-south walkway (alteration) leading 

to the primary entrance and curves to the east to join with the east-west pathway 

(alteration) paralleling the north elevation.  Low shrubs hug the inside curve of 

the walkway (non-original).  Located within the space created by the curve is a 

Camphor Tree planted within a circular brick planter (appears the brick planter 

was built around the tree later as it does not match the original quality of the brick 
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used to construct the building).  There is a north-south concrete pathway south of 

the Camphor Tree (possibly an early tree) that connects the curved walkway to 

the former exit for the Boy’s Dining Room (Protestant Chapel).  In the 1962, this 

exit was altered and enclosed thereby modifying the exit steps (a new concrete 

porch with handicap ramp was added, the brick steps appears to be from another 

alteration dating from when the circular planter around the tree was added), but it 

appears the pathway to this exit maybe original. The east-west pathway 

paralleling the east end of the north elevation and leading to the former Boy’s 

Dining Room (Protestant Chapel) exit was altered and converted into a handicap 

accessible ramp.  Metal railings lining the walkway were added.  A planter bed is 

created behind this walkway and delineated by a concrete curb (alteration, 

addition concurrent to ramp). 

 There is a semicircular concrete flower bed edging to the west of the entrance into 

the former Officer’s Dining Room (Catholic Chapel).  Based on the analysis of 

historical aerials this edging appears to be added a later date.  

 In comparison to the primary (north) elevation, it appears the network of 

pathways behind the rear (south) elevation is far more intact.  The architectural 

drawings from 1930 show there was a narrow north-south footpath extending 

from the entrance on the south elevation that lead to the primary entrance of the 

Sousa Cottage (demolished), which remain extant. Next, a 1935 historical aerial 

shows an east-west pathway curving upward from the service road to meet the  

north-south path and then leading around the side (east) elevation to meet the 

pathway extending in-front of the north elevation (remains extant, may have been 

repaved, and a large rectangular concrete surface was added to the south of the 

south elevation of the west wing).  At the intersection of these two pathways in 

front of the north and south elevations they converged and lead to the road 

between the Infirmary and Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training 

Center); this pathway has been removed. 

 There are three short palm trees planted in front of the rear (south) elevation to the 

east of the Boy’s Dining Room (Protestant Chapel) entrance.  Further to the south 

of the Kitchen and Commissary (Chapels and Training Center) is a mature 

Chinaberry tree.  However, none of these trees appear to be original as they are 

not present in the 1935 aerial. 

2. Outbuildings:  None. 

Part III.  Sources of Information 

A.  Architectural drawings:  (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information)  

Kitchen and Commissary Building.  Architectural Drawings. W.K. Daniels, Deputy Chief 

Division of Architecture, July 14, 1930. State of California. Department of Public Works, 

Sacramento, California (California Department of General Services). 
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Remodel Bakery.  Plans. May 18, 1956. State of California. Department of Public Works, 

Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California (California Department of General Services). 

Kitchen Dining Conversion to Chapels.  Plans. December 7, 1962. State of California. 

Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California (California 

Department of General Services). 

Index of Plans and Alterations (California Department of General Services) 

B.  Early views: (Also, included in Section V. Supplemental Information) 

View of Primary Elevation and Entrance Looking South, Date Unknown (California Department 

of General Services). 

View of Primary Elevation Looking South, Date Unknown (California Department of General 

Services). 

View of Primary Elevation Looking South, Date Unknown (California Department of General 

Services). 

View of Interior of Former Boy’s Dining Room Looking West, Date Unknown Most Likely 

After Construction (California Department of General Services). 
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PART V. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: 
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1. Architectural Drawings:  

 

1. Kitchen and Commissary Building.  Architectural Drawings. W.K. Daniels, Deputy 

Chief Division of Architecture, July 14, 1930. State of California. Department of 

Public Works, Sacramento, California (California Department of General Services). 
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2. Remodel Bakery.  Plans. May 18, 1956. State of California. Department of Public 

Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, California (California Department of 

General Services). 
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3. Kitchen Dining Conversion to Chapels.  Plans. December 7, 1962. State of 

California. Department of Public Works, Division of Architecture, Sacramento, 

California (California Department of General Services). 
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4. Index of Plans and Alterations (California Department of General Services) 
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2. Early Views 

1. View of Primary Elevation and Entrance Looking South, Date Unknown (California 

Department of General Services). 
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2. View of Primary Elevation Looking South, Date Unknown (California Department 

of General Services). 
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3. View of Primary Elevation Looking South, Date Unknown (California Department 

of General Services). 
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4. View of Interior of Former Boy’s Dining Room Looking West, Date Unknown 

Most Likely After Construction (California Department of General Services). 
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CA-2400-H-1  GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTH 

CA-2400-H-2  GENERAL VIEW OF FRONT (NORTH) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-H-3 GENERAL VIEW OF SIDE (WEST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-H-4  GENERAL VIEW OF SIDE (WEST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING 

SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-H-5  GENERAL VIEW OF NORTH ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-H-6  GENERAL VIEW OF NORTH ELEVATION, VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST 

CA-2400-H-7  GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTH ELEVATION, VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-H-8  GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTH ELEVATION, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-H-9   GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTH ELEVATION AND PARTIAL VIEW OF SIDE 

(WEST) ELEVATION, VIEW FACING NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-H-10  GENERAL VIEW OF SOUTH AND EAST ELEVATIONS, VIEW FACING 

NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-H-11  GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-H-12  GENERAL VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-H-13   GENERAL VIEW OF CATHOLIC CHAPEL, VIEW FACING NORTH 

CA-2400-H-14  GENERAL VIEW OF CATHOLIC CHAPEL, VIEW FACING SOUTH 

CA-2400-H-15  GENERAL VIEW OF PROTESTANT CHAPEL, VIEW FACING WEST 

CA-2400-H-16  GENERAL VIEW OF PROTESTANT CHAPEL, VIEW FACING EAST 

CA-2400-H-17 INTERIOR VIEW OF ENTY & WAITING, VIEW EAST 

CA-2400-H-18 INTERIOR VIEW OF CATHOLIC CHAPEL CORRIDOR, VIEW 

NORTHEAST 

CA-2400-H-19 INTERIOR VIEW OF CLASSROOM, VIEW SOUTHEAST 

CA-2400-H-20 INTERIOR VIEW OF CLASSROOM, VIEW NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-H-21 INTERIOR VIEW OF OFFICES, VIEW NORTHWEST 

CA-2400-H-22 INTERIOR VIEW OF OFFICES, VIEW SOUTH 

CA-2400-H-23 INTERIOR VIEW OF CLASSROOM, VIEW SOUTHEAST 
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